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1. IRAQ 
 

 Barzani warns: Iraq’s situation to get 
worse  

 

 

 

Kurdistan Region’s President Massoud 

Barzani warned on Wednesday that things 

in Iraq will be worse without conducting 

the elections and establishing a true 

partnership. 

 

“Barzani met on Tuesday in Salahuddin, a 

delegation of Friends of Kurdistan Region 

Group in the British Parliament, noting 

that the delegation, expressed its 

sympathy with the victims of the 

"terrorist" incident in Erbil that took place 

at the end of last September, a statement 

of the presidency of the region received 

by “Shafaq News” stated. 

 

The members of the delegation praised 

pluralism during the election campaigns 

and the political process in Kurdistan, 

calling them as a success in the region, 

according to the statement. 

 

The statement added that the two sides 

discussed the political and economic 

situation of Kurdistan Region, Iraq, Syria 

and the region, noting that the delegation 

submitted several questions about all of 

those issues. 

 

Barzani warned - according to the 

statement – from not waiting for any 

positive change in the current situation, 

but by holding elections and the need to 

establish a true partnership in Iraq, 

pointing out that things will get worse 

otherwise. 

 

The political situation and development in 

the region represented by the urban 

renaissance and the focus was on the 

health sector in the region have been 

discussed where President Barzani 

expressed readiness of Kurdistan Region 

to benefit from the British experience in 

the health sector and health insurance for 

its citizens. 

 

Barzani praised the Friends Group of 

Kurdistan Region in the British Parliament 

and its efforts for the recognition of 

vulnerability of the Kurdish people to 

genocide. 
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The British Parliament has acknowledged 

the genocide that took place against the 

Kurdish people in its session on 

28/02/2013. 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/788

8-barzani-warns-of-iraqs-situation-to-get-

worse.html 

 

 MP reveals Jaafary's desire to 
mediate between Maliki, Sadr 

 

 

 

MP, Ali al-Shalah, of the State of Law 

Coalition stated that ''The Head of the 

National Alliance have a desire to mediate 

between the Prime Minister, Nouri al-

Maliki, and the Head of Sadr Trend, 

Muqtada al-Sadr, to calm them down.'' 

 

Shalah reported in a statement received 

by AIN ''Jaafary did not announce his 

desire directly, though it is still a positive 

behavior from him, since he is aware the 

stance of Maliki and SLC in respecting 

others opinions.'' 

 

Maliki's office waged a violent attack on 

Sadr accusing him of killing Iraqi people 

and helping foreign countries on the 

background of Sadr stance in which he 

refused to assume Maliki a third term of 

Cabinet Presidency. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44282:mp-reveals-jaafarys-desire-to-

mediate-between-maliki-

sadr&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Baghdad Governor survives 
assassination  

 

 

The Governor of Baghdad Province Ali a-

Timimi survived an assassination attempt 

due to an armed attack in Baladiyat area 

of eastern Baghdad on Wednesday 

evening. 

 

“Unidentified gunmen opened fire 

targeting the motorcade of Baghdad 

Governor Ali al-Timimi in Baladiyat area,” 

security source reported to AIN, noting 

that “Timimi survived the assassination 

attempt without wounds.” 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7888-barzani-warns-of-iraqs-situation-to-get-worse.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7888-barzani-warns-of-iraqs-situation-to-get-worse.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7888-barzani-warns-of-iraqs-situation-to-get-worse.html
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44282:mp-reveals-jaafarys-desire-to-mediate-between-maliki-sadr&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44282:mp-reveals-jaafarys-desire-to-mediate-between-maliki-sadr&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44282:mp-reveals-jaafarys-desire-to-mediate-between-maliki-sadr&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44282:mp-reveals-jaafarys-desire-to-mediate-between-maliki-sadr&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44282:mp-reveals-jaafarys-desire-to-mediate-between-maliki-sadr&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
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“The attack resulted in injuring five 

civilians who were accidently at the 

incident location,” the source added. 

 

“The security forces closed the attack site 

and transported the injuries to the 

hospital for treatment,” the source 

concluded. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=category&l

ayout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2 

 

 Faili Kurds organization resorts to the 
international community  

 

 

 

Faili Kurds organization demanded on 

Wednesday, Faili Kurds from all directions 

not to remain silent on the non - 

allocation of seats for them within 

election law of the Iraqi parliament which 

has been recently passed and to resort to 

the United Nations and relevant 

international organizations. 

 

“We call to give the rights of Faili Kurds 

and solve the consequences of the 

injustice that they suffered from,” The 

statement of Kurdish Faili Democratic 

Federation received by “Shafaq News” 

stated. 

 

“These powers added to the human, 

economic and cultural genocide 

committed by the former regime against 

Faili Kurds, a real political genocide by 

refusing to give them quota seats." 

 

Faili Kurds have demanded to allocate 

quota seats for them within a single 

electoral constituency and for a 

representation not less than 5% of the 

proportion of Iraq’s population. 

 

The Federation pointed out that the 

election law is unfair against Faili Kurds 

However it was called by the head of 

Kurdistan Alliance as “ great “. 

 

The federation called on all Kurdish Faili 

organizations everywhere to hold public 

seminars and invite Faili Kurds and 

representatives of the forces that stood 

against their access to quota seats and 

those who "compromised" to this "fair 

and legitimate" requirement to clarify 

their real positions from this issue. 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2


 

   Sayfa 7 

 

The Iraqi parliament has recently voted on 

the election law to increase the number of 

seats to 228 seats, 10 of them are 

compensatory seats and 8 for quota , 5 of 

them for Christians and one for each 

Yazidis , Mandaean and Shabak . 

 

No seat has been allocated for the Faili 

Kurds despite their repeated claims. 

 

Faili Kurds as Shiites who lived in Jalawla , 

Khanaqin and Mandali areas as well as 

many areas in Baghdad. 

 

There are no official statistics on the 

number of Faili Kurds in Iraq, especially in 

light of the circumstances faced by this 

component of displacement, 

denaturalization and not being 

recognized. 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/community/

7893-faili-kurds-organization-resort-to-

the-international-community.html 

 

 British Co. welcomes dismissing its 
employee for insulting Husseini rituals  

 

 

 

The British Company (G4S) for security 

services confirmed its respect for Husseini 

rituals by welcoming the Iraqi 

Government's resolution to fire one of its 

employees due to insulting Husseini 

rituals. 

 

The Director General of G4S Company, 

David Karmilsh, mentioned in a formal 

letter that he directed for all Iraqi 

Governmental institutions and Muslims in 

general in Iraq that ''We are glad to 

announce that the person who insulted 

Husseini rituals has been fired and 

returned to his country and on this 

occasion our company would like to 

declare our respect for all Muslims and 

Husseini rituals.'' 

 

The Iraqi Government dismissed an 

employee who works in the British 

Company G4S, which works in Rumayla 

oilfield, because he downed a flag that 

includes a painting of Imam Ali (PBUH) 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/community/7893-faili-kurds-organization-resort-to-the-international-community.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/community/7893-faili-kurds-organization-resort-to-the-international-community.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/community/7893-faili-kurds-organization-resort-to-the-international-community.html
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and tear it apart by a knife which aroused 

anger among the people who demanded 

to close all the offices of the company in 

Basra province. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44286:british-co-welcomes-dismissing-its-

employee-due-to-insulting-husseini-

rituals&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Parliament cancels Sunday session, 
starts its Legislation Recess (NINA)  

 

Parliament's Presidency decided to cancel 

its Sunday's session and starts it 

Legislation Recession, as from Friday, Nov. 

15. 

 

A statement to the press issues on 

Wednesday, Nov. 14, by the Speaker's 

Office said that the recession starts as 

from Friday, Nov. 15, until Dec. 15, unless 

an extra ordinary session is called for to 

pass important legislation, such as the 

2014 Budget. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHIM 

 

 

 Erbil PC demands KRG to identify 
elections date  

 

 

 

The Provincial Council of Erbil province 

demanded the Kurdistan Regional 

Government to determine a date to 

conduct the elections of provincial 

councils in the region. 

 

Erbil PC mentioned in a memorandum 

directed to the Presidency of KRG that ''All 

the political blocs within Erbil PC are 

demanding the KRG to identify a date to 

conduct the provincial councils elections," 

calling the Government to "issue a 

resolution to conduct the elections as 

soon as possible.'' 

 

''The elections of the provincial councils 

are an important standard to measure the 

democracy development level in any 

country, beside that it will be another 

achievement to be added to the series of 

success of KRG. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44286:british-co-welcomes-dismissing-its-employee-due-to-insulting-husseini-rituals&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44286:british-co-welcomes-dismissing-its-employee-due-to-insulting-husseini-rituals&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44286:british-co-welcomes-dismissing-its-employee-due-to-insulting-husseini-rituals&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44286:british-co-welcomes-dismissing-its-employee-due-to-insulting-husseini-rituals&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44286:british-co-welcomes-dismissing-its-employee-due-to-insulting-husseini-rituals&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHIM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHIM
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http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44287:erbil-pc-demands-krg-to-identify-

elections-

date&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Electoral Commission, Mladenov 
discuss preparations for 
parliamentary elections 

 

 

Baghdad, 13 November 2013 - The 

Electoral Commission touched base with 

the representative of the General-

Secretary of the United Nations in Iraq, 

Nickolay Mladenov, on preparations for 

the parliamentary elections, plans and 

schedules set by the UN team and 

international mechanism support as well 

as providing technical advice to the 

employees. 

 

A statement by the Electoral Commission 

said: "Head and members of the 

Commission discussed with Mladenov also 

the readiness of the United Nations to 

facilitate the tasks of international 

observations teams.” 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHFK 

 

 Barzani and Biden confirm the 
importance of bilateral coordination  

 

U.S. Vice President Joe Biden, conducted a 

telephone call today, with the head of 

Kurdistan region, Massoud Barzani, 

through the phone interview the two men 

addressed the need to establish close 

coordination between Erbil and Baghdad 

in terms of security issues and fighting 

against terrorist networks in Iraq. 

 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 

quoted a statement issued by the White 

House as saying that "Biden stressed the 

commitment of the United States to 

establish a partnership with Iraq in the 

war against al-Qaeda, noting that Biden 

and Barzani addressed the important 

progress, achieved by Iraq in developing 

relations with neighboring countries, 

including Turkey." 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHGK 

 

 Peshmarga to participate in NATO 
conference in Brussels  

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44287:erbil-pc-demands-krg-to-identify-elections-date&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44287:erbil-pc-demands-krg-to-identify-elections-date&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44287:erbil-pc-demands-krg-to-identify-elections-date&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44287:erbil-pc-demands-krg-to-identify-elections-date&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44287:erbil-pc-demands-krg-to-identify-elections-date&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHFK
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHFK
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHGK
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHGK
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Ministry of Peshmarga of Kurdistan 

Regional Government (KRG) announced 

on Wednesday, that its Secretary General, 

Jabbar Yawar headed to Belgian, capital of 

Brussels to participate in the International 

Conference on North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO). 

 

This came in a statement to the press 

secretary to Yawar received by “Shafaq 

News" , that “ the latter headed this 

morning , from Erbil International Airport 

to the Belgian capital "Brussels" to 

participate in the International NATO 

Conference . 

 

He added that the work of the Conference 

will start from on 14 and 15 of this month, 

pointing out that Yawar’s participation 

was based on an official invitation from 

NATO headquarters. 

 

He added that many high-level officials 

from countries around the world will 

participate in the conference, noting that 

inviting Jabbar Yawar was conducted 

officially as a high-level official in the 

Ministry of Peshmerga of KRG. 

 

According to the statement, both Bakhtiar 

Amin, Shirwan Faleh , Faleh al-Fayad and a 

number of Iraqi officials of the federal 

government and other international 

countries will participate in the 

conference. 

 

The conference will discuss several 

important issues on the public agenda for 

NATO and its role in the Middle East and 

Africa. 

 

It is worth mentioning that the North 

Atlantic Treaty Organization, known as 

"NATO" is an organization founded in 

1949 based on the North Atlantic Treaty, 

which was signed in Washington on April 

4, 1949. 

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/789

4-peshmarga-to-participate-in-nato-

conference-in-brussels.html 

 

 Training course held for Iraqi 
diplomats in Moscow  

 

http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7894-peshmarga-to-participate-in-nato-conference-in-brussels.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7894-peshmarga-to-participate-in-nato-conference-in-brussels.html
http://www.shafaaq.com/en/politics/7894-peshmarga-to-participate-in-nato-conference-in-brussels.html
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The Diplomatic Academy in Russia held a 

training course for the Iraqi diplomats in 

Moscow. 

 

A statement by the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs received by AIN cited "The Iraqi 

Ambassador to Moscow, Ismael Shafeeq, 

recited a statement while holding the 

course where he conveyed the 

appreciation of the Foreign Ministry to the 

Russian Foreign Ministry." 

 

"Such course represents the result of the 

Iraqi diplomatic efforts and the relations 

between the two countries," the 

statement concluded 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44276:training-course-held-for-iraqi-

diplomatists-in-moscow-

&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Turkey to inaugurate 5 border inlets 
with Iraq  

 

The Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs 

Ahmet Davutoglu announced the 

intention of Turkey to inaugurate five 

border inlets with Iraq after obtaining the 

official approval from the Iraqi 

Government. 

 

Davutoglu mentioned in a TV interview 

that ''Turkey wishes to inaugurate five 

border inlets in Khabor area considering 

Iraq as the best inlet to Turkey due to 

continuous riots in Syria.'' 

 

''Davutoglu assured the necessity to 

accelerate implementing the 

communications projects since Turkey is 

intending to inaugurate five border gates 

with Iraq after obtaining the approval 

from the Iraqi Government,'' he added. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=category&l

ayout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2 

 

 MP demands Government to set 
controls in contracting with foreign 
companies  

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44276:training-course-held-for-iraqi-diplomatists-in-moscow-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44276:training-course-held-for-iraqi-diplomatists-in-moscow-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44276:training-course-held-for-iraqi-diplomatists-in-moscow-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44276:training-course-held-for-iraqi-diplomatists-in-moscow-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44276:training-course-held-for-iraqi-diplomatists-in-moscow-&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=35&Itemid=2
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MP, Mufeed al-Baldawi, of the State of 

Law Coalition demanded the Government 

and all the concerned authorities to set 

controls and conditions within the 

contracts signed up with foreign countries 

that commit them to respect the religious 

rituals of Iraqis. 

 

Baldawi reported in a statement received 

by AIN ''The behavior of the employee of 

the British co. exposes hatred for Shiite 

religious rituals paid by foreign agendas to 

target a certain sect.'' 

 

The British Company (G4S) for security 

services confirmed its respect for Husseini 

rituals by welcoming the Iraqi 

Government resolution to fire one of its 

employees due to insulting Husseini 

rituals. 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44305:mp-demands-government-to-set-

controls-in-contracting-with-foreign-

companies&catid=35:political&Itemid=2 

 

 Zebari discuss with Libyan 
ambassador the issue of Libyan and 
Arab detainees in Iraqi prisons  

 

Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari touched 

in a meeting with Libya 's ambassador to 

Iraq, Naji Ahmed Shalgham file of Libyan 

and Arab detainees in Iraqi prisons, where 

amnesty decisions have been taken to 

release some of them. 

 

According to a statement by Foreign 

Ministry, "Zebari stressed during receiving 

Shalgham, the high interest paid by the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Ministry of 

Justice in this regard, as a step to the 

signing of memorandums of 

understanding in coordination between 

the two Ministries and the concerned 

countries." 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHFF 

 

 Iraq attacks kill 30 as Shiites mass for 
Ashura  

 

Violence across Iraq, including bombings 

against Shiites, killed 30 people on 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44305:mp-demands-government-to-set-controls-in-contracting-with-foreign-companies&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44305:mp-demands-government-to-set-controls-in-contracting-with-foreign-companies&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44305:mp-demands-government-to-set-controls-in-contracting-with-foreign-companies&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44305:mp-demands-government-to-set-controls-in-contracting-with-foreign-companies&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44305:mp-demands-government-to-set-controls-in-contracting-with-foreign-companies&catid=35:political&Itemid=2
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHFF
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHFF
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Wednesday as worshippers massed in a 

shrine city on the eve of major 

commemoration rituals often targeted by 

militants. 

 

The bloodshed was the latest in a months-

long surge in unrest that has forced Prime 

Minister Nuri al-Maliki to appeal for US 

help in combatting militancy, with Iraqi 

security forces having failed to stem the 

violence. 

 

Bombings mostly struck north and west of 

Baghdad, targeting Shiite Muslims and 

members of the security forces. 

 

On the outskirts of Baquba, north of the 

capital and one of Iraq's most violent 

areas, three coordinated bombs struck a 

gathering of Shiite pilgrims marking 

Ashura. 

 

Eight people were killed and 28 others 

were wounded in the blasts, security and 

medical officials said. 

 

Millions of Shiites from Iraq and around 

the world mark Ashura, which this year 

climaxes on Thursday, by setting up 

procession tents where food is distributed 

to passers-by and pilgrims can gather. 

 

Some two million will make the 

pilgrimage, often on foot, to the Iraqi city 

of Karbala, which is home to a shrine to 

Imam Hussein. 

 

Hussein, grandson of the Muslim Prophet 

Mohammed, was killed by the armies of 

the caliph Yazid in 680 AD and his death in 

Karbala has come to symbolise the split 

between Islam's Sunni and Shiite sects. 

 

Tradition holds that the venerated imam 

was decapitated and his body mutilated. 

Throngs of modern-day Shiites beat their 

chests and self-flagellate during Ashura to 

express guilt for not coming to his aid. 

 

Sunni militants linked to Al-Qaeda, who 

regard Shiites as apostates, often step up 

their targeting of Iraq's majority 

community during Ashura and the 

subsequent rituals of Arbaeen, including 

by attacking pilgrims. 

 

Security measures have been stepped up, 

with more than 35,000 soldiers and 

policemen currently deployed to Karbala 

and surrounding areas, with concentric 

security perimeters barring vehicles from 

entering the city while helicopters hover 

overhead. 
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Two million pilgrims 

 

Provincial authorities expect two million 

Iraqi and foreign pilgrims will have visited 

Karbala in the 10 days leading up to 

Ashura, with all of the city's hotels fully 

booked. 

 

"I carry these iron weights every year, 

since I was 16 and until now," said 

Shawkat Hussein, a 60-year-old pilgrim 

visiting Karbala from Pakistan, referring to 

heavy iron chains hanging around his 

neck. 

 

"What I am carrying does not compare to 

what Hussein did for his religion." 

 

Shiites make up about 15 percent of 

Muslims worldwide. They are a majority in 

Iraq, Iran and Bahrain, and there are large 

Shiite communities in Afghanistan, 

Lebanon, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 

 

Elsewhere in Iraq on Wednesday, attacks 

mostly targeting security forces killed 22 

people, while police gunned down three 

militants in a raid. 

 

East of the predominantly Sunni Arab city 

of Tikrit, a suicide bomber detonated a 

vehicle rigged with explosives at a police 

checkpoint, killing 11 people, including 

three policemen. 

 

And near the former insurgent bastion of 

Fallujah, two bombs targeted the homes 

of policemen, followed by a third that 

went off as onlookers gathered at the 

scene, leaving four dead overall. 

 

Violence around Baghdad and in northern 

Iraq killed seven others. 

 

Wednesday's deaths were the latest in 

Iraq's worst violence since 2008, with 

more than 5,600 people killed this year, 

according to an AFP tally based on reports 

from security and medical officials 

. 

Maliki has called for help from the United 

States in the form of intelligence-sharing 

and the delivery of new weapons systems 

in an effort to deal with the unrest. 

 

Turkey's foreign minister also offered 

Ankara's assistance during a recent visit to 

Baghdad. 

 

In addition to failing to curb the 

bloodshed, authorities have also struggled 

to provide adequate basic services such as 

electricity and clean water, and corruption 

is widespread. 
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Political squabbling has paralysed the 

government, while parliament has passed 

almost no major legislation in years. 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/ 

 

 6 killed, wounded in Abu Ghraib  

 

Baghdad, 13 November 2013 - Six persons 

killed and wounded on Wednesday, Nov. 

13, when an improvised explosive device 

went off in Abu Ghraib district, western 

Baghdad. 

 

Police source told NINA that an 

improvised explosive device, emplace on 

the road side in Abu Ghraib district, went 

off killing two persons and wounding four 

others. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHIG 

 

 Military colonel, 2 brothers killed in 
Baghdad  

 

In two separate incidents in Baghdad on 

Wednesday, Nov. 13, a military officer, at 

the rank of Colonel, and two brothers are 

killed. 

Police source told NINA that gunmen 

opened fire at the military officer, using 

guns with silencers, in Adhamiya district, 

northern Baghdad, killing him instantly, 

and fled. 

 

The source pointed out that gunmen 

opened fire at two brothers, in front of 

their house, in Yusifiya area, 20 km south 

of Baghdad, killing them instantly and fled 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHJF 

 

 2 brothers killed in southern Baghdad 
(All Iraq News) 

 

Two brothers were killed in Yusifiya area 

of southern Baghdad. 

 

Security source reported to AIN 

Wednesday “Unidentified gunmen 

travelling by a vehicle opened fire 

targeting two brothers who were standing 

in front of their house in Yusifiya area (20 

km) to the south of Baghdad,” noting that 

“The attack resulted in killing the two 

brothers immediately.” 

 

http://www.afp.com/en/news/
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHIG
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHIG
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHJF
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHJF
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“The gunmen escaped to unknown 

location after the attack,” the source 

added, “ stressing that “The police patrols 

transported the dead brothers to the 

morgue.” 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.ph

p?option=com_content&view=article&id=

44309:2-brothers-killed-southern-

baghdad-&catid=36:security&Itemid=37 

 

 Ban on the movement of vehicles in 
Falluja  

 

Local authorities in Falluja, imposed a ban 

on the movement of vehicles until further 

notice, after earlier in the day 

assassination on the town's mayor. 

 

NINA's correspondent reported that a 

joint force of local and federal police 

closed the entrances of Shuhada 

neighborhood, in southern Falluja, and 

started a search looking for those who 

carried out the assassination. 

 

Earlier in the day, gunmen opened fire 

from machine guns at the Mayor of 

Falluja, Adnan Hussein, while he was 

inspecting a number of achieved projects 

in southern Falluja, killing him and 

wounding two of his guardsmen and an 

engineer. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHHM 

 

 Five gunmen killed in clashes with 
army troops south of Mosul  

 

Five gunmen killed and police officer 

captain rank wounded as well as an army 

soldier wounded in armed clashes that 

broke out south and east of Mosul today.  

 

A security source said to NINA reporter: " 

Five gunmen killed and a soldier wounded 

in clashes and armed attack on army 

headquarters in the village of Imam west 

of Qayyarah area south of Mosul.  

 

"The source added that an officer rank of 

captain and a policeman wounded by 

gunmen on a police checkpoint in al-

Ghofran neighborhood eastern Mosul." 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Menu.asp?Zr07_VQ=K 

 

http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44309:2-brothers-killed-southern-baghdad-&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44309:2-brothers-killed-southern-baghdad-&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44309:2-brothers-killed-southern-baghdad-&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.alliraqnews.com/en/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=44309:2-brothers-killed-southern-baghdad-&catid=36:security&Itemid=37
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHHM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHHM
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Menu.asp?Zr07_VQ=K
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Menu.asp?Zr07_VQ=K
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 Shell, Iraq near $11 billion deal to 
build Petrochemical Complex  

 

Royal Dutch Shell PLC and the Iraqi 

government are nearing a deal to build an 

$11-billion petrochemical facility in 

southern Iraq, according to the 

government here, the latest large-scale 

move by the oil major into Iraq's energy 

sector. 

 

Shell has already invested heavily in 

helping Iraq exploit its bountiful crude and 

natural-gas reserves. The company has 

been developing Iraq's giant Majnoon oil 

field, which produced its first oil last 

month and is now pumping some 200,000 

barrels a day, according to Baghdad. 

 

Shell also signed a $17.2-billion deal last 

year to collect natural gas from Iraq's 

southern oil field production. The gas has 

traditionally been flared, or burned off, 

and Iraq has long had ambitions to collect 

and use the gas to meet domestic energy 

demand. 

 

The intention to move forward with a 

petrochemical plant follows a meeting 

between Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-

Maliki and Shell Chief Executive Peter 

Voser in Baghdad late Tuesday. The 

government said in a statement following 

that meeting that it was about to sign a 

"heads of agreement," committing both 

sides to early planning for the project. 

 

"The heads of agreement will be ready for 

signing within weeks," the statement said. 

 

A Shell spokesman said early Wednesday 

that Shell had signed a memorandum of 

understanding with Iraq in April 2012 to 

conduct a detailed feasibility study of a 

potential petrochemicals complex. "We 

continue to work towards signing a Heads 

of Agreement with the Government of 

Iraq in due course," the spokesman said in 

a statement. 

 

The project is being called Nebras, Arabic 

for "beacon of light." The project envisions 

an ethane-cracking unit that would 

produce ethylene, a compound used in 

making plastic. 

 

Shell already has a big presence in Iraq, 

where it is developing the huge Majnoon 

oil field, near Basra. It, and a number of 

other global energy companies, won the 

rights to develop several fields to help the 

country jump start its oil industry, laid low 

by looting and sabotage following the 

U.S.-led invasion in 2003. The industry had 
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also suffered years of neglect and 

sanctions under Saddam Hussein. 

 

http://online.wsj.com/public/page/midea

st.html 

 

 Sales of dollar by the CBI rise in 
Wednesday auction  

 

Sales of dollar by the Central Bank of Iraq 

CBI and purchases of other foreign 

currencies rose on Wednesday to 217 

million and 447 thousand dollars , after 

being hit yesterday just the level of 110 

000 874 $ roll , with a stable exchange 

rate of 1,166 dinars per dollar.  

 

The daily bulletin issued by the Central 

Bank said: "The demand for dollar was 

ranging on today's auction around the 

level of 61 million and 910 thousand 

dollars. 

 

http://www.ninanews.com/english/News

_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHGF 

 

 

2. SYRIA 
 

 Syria rebel government faces key 
challenges 

 

 

 

The opposition Syrian National Coalition 

announced a new government this week, 

after months of delays, facing challenges 

on the ground from Kurds seeking 

autonomy and Al-Qaeda groups that 

reject its authority. 

 

The interim government is under pressure 

to quickly provide services to citizens 

living in large swathes of rebel-held 

territory, particularly in Syria's north. 

 

But the fractious internal politics of the 

Coalition, along with the strength of Al-

Qaeda-affiliated jihadists on the ground 

and advances by regime troops all pose 

key challenges for the new government. 

 

Members of the Coalition acknowledge 

that the government's first priority will be 

to prove itself by offering badly needed 

public services. 

 

http://online.wsj.com/public/page/mideast.html
http://online.wsj.com/public/page/mideast.html
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHGF
http://www.ninanews.com/english/News_Details.asp?ar95_VQ=GKMHGF
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"The primary goal of the government will 

be to ease the living conditions of citizens 

living in the liberated areas by providing 

them with the services they need on the 

ground," said Monzer Aqbiq, an advisor to 

Coalition president Ahmed Jarba. 

 

On Monday, the Coalition announced the 

selection of nine ministers, though several 

posts were left empty after members 

failed to agree on names. 

 

An interim prime minister, moderate 

Islamist Ahmed Tomeh, had already been 

chosen for the post on September 14. 

 

The newly chosen ministers include vice 

prime minister Iyad Qudsi, defence 

minister Assad Mustapha, economy and 

finance minister Ibrahim Miro and 

telecommunications minister Mohamed 

Yassin Najjar. 

 

Uthman al-Dawi will be take on the job of 

local administration and humanitarian aid, 

Fayez al-Zaher that of justice, Elias Warde 

energy and Walid al-Zohbi infrastructure 

and agriculture. 

 

The cabinet includes a single woman, 

Taghrid al-Hajali, who will take the culture 

and family portfolio. 

 

The Coalition failed to agree on who 

would fill the posts of the interior, health 

and housing ministries. 

 

A government of 'work, not words' 

 

Speaking in Istanbul on Tuesday, Tomeh 

said civil order, security and basic human 

needs are to be the top priorities in zones 

under rebel control. 

 

He said his government would be one of 

"work and not words... and will have as its 

top priorities establishing security and civil 

order in the liberated zones of Syria and to 

respond to vital needs." 

 

He also confirmed his team's commitment 

to the "general policies of the Coalition," 

and said his people would work to 

"activate the role of local councils to 

administer cities, towns and villages and 

respond to the needs of citizens." 

 

He said they would also set up a special 

agency to provide aid to Palestinian 

refugees inside Syria and abroad. 

 

The government is coming late to 

providing services on the ground. 
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In Kurdish areas, local councils have taken 

over administration and security, 

providing several rare spots of quiet and 

relative normality. 

 

And on Tuesday they announced the 

formation of their own autonomous 

regional administration. 

 

Meanwhile, jihadist groups including the 

Al-Nusra Front and the Islamic State of 

Iraq and the Levant have been busy for 

months distributing food and even school 

supplies. 

 

Groups like the Al-Nusra and ISIL do not 

recognise the authority of the Coalition, 

which is based in Turkey. 

 

"The prime minister is in contact with the 

forces present on the ground and many of 

them, particularly those who are acting 

under the flag of the Coalition, have 

expressed their willingness to cooperate 

with the government and protect its 

officials to allow them to supply services 

to citizens," Aqbiq said. 

 

"There are terrorist groups like ISIL that 

are affiliated with Al-Qaeda and refuse to 

cooperate with the government, which 

represent a challenge we will have to 

confront," he added. 

 

He said the new government would start 

work immediately and set up offices on 

the Turkish side of the border with Syria, 

with the minister "going into Syria 

whenever it is necessary." 

 

The war in Syria has devastated much of 

the country, particularly in areas that are 

now under rebel control. 

 

Large parts of towns in northern Syria 

have been destroyed, and with agriculture 

and means of transportation breaking 

down, food is scare in some areas. 

 

A UN report put the unemployment 

figures at 48 percent, with nearly half of 

children no longer in school and the 

health system seriously weakened. 

 

The report said more than half of the 

population was living in poverty, with 4.4 

million in "extreme poverty." 

 

Aqbiq said the new government would 

seek to raise funds by "restarting the 

economic machine in the liberated areas, 

and looking for sourcing of funding from 

natural resources and border taxes." 
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The government has already received 

some pledges of aid, including from Saudi 

Arabia, which has promised $300 million, 

and the Friends of Syria grouping of 

nations, which pledged $60 million. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62560 

 

 Egypt claims Syrian refugees not 
forced to leave 

 

 

 

Egypt claimed Wednesday it has not 

forced any Syrian refugees to leave the 

country as alleged by Human Rights 

Watch, adding that an entry visa 

requirement would soon be dropped. 

 

"No Syrian refugee is made to depart from 

Egypt unless they have been proven to 

have entered the country through illegal 

immigration, an action contrary to 

Egyptian law," a government statement 

said. 

 

"The practice in these cases is for the 

departing individual to choose their 

destination, without being forced to leave 

or being returned to Syria." 

 

HRW said Monday that Egypt detained 

more than 1,500 refugees from Syria 

including Palestinians and 250 children, 

before forcing most to leave the country. 

 

The New York-based watchdog said that 

most of the refugees who were arrested 

had been trying to "migrate to Europe on 

smugglers' boats." 

 

It accused Egyptian authorities of 

particularly targeting Palestinians fleeing 

from the Syrian war by preventing them 

"from seeking protection" from the UN 

refugee agency UNHCR and telling them 

to leave or face "indefinite detention." 

 

HRW says some 300 refugees from Syria, 

almost two thirds of them Palestinians, 

are still behind bars and demanded that 

Egypt hold accountable the security 

officials who ordered their detention. 

 

Dismissing HRW's claims, Egyptian 

authorities said "dictating the coerced 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62560
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62560
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departure of Syrians from Egypt" was not 

an official state policy. 

 

"Syrians live naturally in Egypt and have 

integrated into Egyptian society, which is 

reflected by the fact that there are no 

camps in Egypt for Syrian refugees or 

displaced Syrians," the statement said. 

 

"The content of the report is wholly 

inaccurate, deliberately implying that 

Syrian refugees in Egypt suffer difficult 

conditions, which is inaccurate." 

 

It said more than 320,000 Syrian refugees 

have arrived in Egypt since 2011, bringing 

the total number of Syrians residing in the 

country to 750,000. 

 

"It is thus unreasonable to pass judgment 

on the situation of Syrian refugees in 

Egypt by shedding light on individual cases 

with the intention of generalising," the 

government said. 

 

Cairo said it would soon reverse its 

decision to demand entry visas for Syrians. 

 

"This is an exceptional, circumstantial, and 

temporary decision, and is expected to be 

reversed as soon as the security situation 

subsides," it said. 

 

It also said Syrians in Egypt would be 

granted the same "privileges as Egyptians 

when it comes to health and education." 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62571 

 

 Jihadists call for mass mobilisation to 
counter army advances in north Syria 

 

 

 

The Syrian army advanced Wednesday on 

the Islamist-held northern village of Tal 

Hassel, a monitor said, as jihadist rebels in 

nearby Aleppo called for mass 

mobilisation to counter the offensive. 

 

Fighting raged at Tal Hassel, located about 

12 kilometres (seven miles) from Aleppo, 

the country's pre-war commercial hub, 

said the Syrian Observatory for Human 

Rights. 

 

Jihadist fighters in Aleppo have called for 

mass mobilisation to counter regime 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62571
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62571
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advances after the Islamists suffered a 

string of setbacks around the northern 

city. 

 

In a statement posted online, the Al-

Qaeda-affiliated Islamic State of Iraq and 

the Levant (ISIL) called on "all brigades 

and Muslims to arms to face off against 

the enemy which is attacking Islamic 

territory". 

 

"Those with a valid excuse not to fight 

must supply weapons and money," added 

the statement, which acknowledged 

"many losses in fighting for Base 80, 

Khanasser and Sfeira". 

 

It said President Bashar al-Assad's forces, 

which it dubbed "the Alawite army", had 

taken "part of the road linking Khanasser, 

Tal-Aran and Sfeira because of the 

weakness of rebel groups". 

 

The statement put this down to "many 

rebel units withdrawing from the combat 

zone". 

 

Six Islamist rebel groups, among them Al-

Nusra Front, Ahrar al-Sham and Liwa al-

Tawhid, had on Monday issued a general 

call to arms in Aleppo "to face up to 

regime attacks". 

 

A military source said on Monday the 

army had secured most of the area around 

Aleppo International Airport and could 

reopen the facility which fighting has kept 

closed for nearly a year. 

 

This came after regime forces retook Base 

80, a strategic facility charged with 

securing the airport just outside the 

country's second city. 

 

Aleppo airport was closed at the start of 

the year amid security concerns as rebels 

launched a campaign to seize airfields in 

the area. 

 

Advances by the army follow the fall of 

Sfeira southeast of Aleppo. It was 

recaptured by regime troops at the 

beginning of November, after months in 

rebel hands. 

 

Both state media and the Observatory 

said on Monday the army had also 

secured Tal Aran town, one of the last 

areas under rebel control on the Sfeira-

Aleppo road. 

 

Amid the ongoing clashes, ISIL released a 

video of two jihadists in Aleppo holding up 

the head of a man they said was an Iraqi 
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Shiite who had been fighting on the side 

of the regime. 

 

The Observatory said the decapitated man 

was a rebel. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62573 

 

 Kurdish self-rule and Islamist 
emirates: What future for Syria 
opposition in divided territory? 

 

 

 

The main Syrian opposition alliance 

dubbed as "hostile" forces Wednesday 

Kurdish groups that control large swathes 

of the country's north after they 

proclaimed provisional self-rule. 

 

Kurdish militia, dominated by the 

Democratic Union Party (PYD), sister party 

of veteran Turkish rebel group the 

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), have held 

the Afrin region of northwestern Syria and 

big chunks of the northeast for more than 

a year. 

 

On Monday, they announced that after 

talks in Qamishli, on the Turkish border, 

they had decided to declare provisional 

self-rule in areas under their control, 

modelling neighbouring Iraq, where the 

Kurds have had nominal autonomy from 

Baghdad since 1970. 

 

Both Afrin and the whole northeast region 

around Qamishli are mainly populated by 

Kurds, who form 10 percent of Syria's 

population and are significant minorities 

in Turkey, Iran and Iraq -- all major players 

in the 32-month conflict. 

 

The Sunni Arab-dominated main 

opposition alliance, the Syrian National 

Coalition, has been at pains to keep the 

Kurds on side. Its main faction, the Syrian 

National Council, even named secular 

Kurdish dissident Abdulbaset Sayda as its 

leader last year. 

 

But mounting violence between the Kurds 

and Al-Qaeda loyalists -- who form a major 

battlefield component of the Sunni Arab-

dominated rebellion -- has sparked a 

deepening rift between the Kurds and the 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62573
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62573
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mainstream opposition to President 

Bashar al-Assad. 

 

"The PYD is a group hostile to the Syrian 

revolution," the National Coalition, the 

opposition group recognised by most Arab 

and Western governments, said in its 

statement formalising the breach with the 

main Kurdish militia. 

 

"Its declaration of self-rule amounts to a 

separatist act shattering any relationship 

with the Syrian people who are battling to 

achieve a free, united and independent 

state, liberated from tyranny and 

sovereign over all its territory," the 

alliance said. 

 

It accused the main Kurdish faction of 

"attacking units of the Free Syrian Army... 

and of shirking the struggle against 

Assad's regime. 

 

This public breach threatened to add grist 

to the Damascus government's 

longstanding argument that its nominally 

secular leadership provides vital 

protection to the Kurdish, Druze and 

Christian minorities, as well as the Alawite 

community of Assad himself. 

 

It also threatened to fan the flames of 

ethnic conflict in northeastern Syria where 

Al-Qaeda loyalists have assumed the 

banner of the Sunni Arab majority in its 

deadly battle against Kurdish militia that 

has driven tens of thousands of Kurdish 

civilians to seek refuge in neighbouring 

Iraq in recent months. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62579 

 

 Syria opposition says armed Kurds 
'hostile' 

 

 

 

The main Syrian opposition alliance has 

dubbed as "hostile" forces Kurdish groups 

that control large swathes of the country's 

north after they proclaimed provisional 

self-rule. 

 

Kurdish armed groups, dominated by the 

Democratic Union Party (PYD), sister party 

of veteran Turkish rebel group the 

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), have held 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62579
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62579
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the Afrin region of northwestern Syria and 

big chunks of the northeast for more than 

a year. 

 

On Monday, they announced that after 

talks in Qamishli, on the Turkish border, 

they had decided to declare provisional 

self-rule in areas under their control, 

modelling neighbouring Iraq, where the 

Kurds have had nominal autonomy from 

Baghdad since 1970. 

 

Both Afrin and the whole northeast region 

around Qamishli are mainly populated by 

Kurds, who form 10 percent of Syria's 

population. 

 

The Sunni Arab-dominated main 

opposition alliance, the Syrian National 

Coalition, has been at pains to keep the 

Kurds on side. Its main faction, the Syrian 

National Council, even named secular 

Kurdish dissident Abdulbaset Sayda as its 

leader last year. 

 

But mounting violence between the Kurds 

and al-Qaeda loyalists - who form a major 

battlefield component of the Sunni Arab-

dominated rebellion - has sparked a 

deepening rift between the Kurds and the 

mainstream opposition to President 

Bashar al-Assad. 

 

"The PYD is a group hostile to the Syrian 

revolution," the National Coalition, the 

opposition group recognised by most Arab 

and Western governments, said in its 

statement formalising the breach with the 

main Kurdish group. 

 

"Its declaration of self-rule amounts to a 

separatist act shattering any relationship 

with the Syrian people who are battling to 

achieve a free, united and independent 

state, liberated from tyranny and 

sovereign over all its territory," the 

alliance said. 

 

It accused the main Kurdish faction of 

"attacking units of the Free Syrian Army... 

and of shirking the struggle against 

Assad's regime. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/syria-opposition-says-armed-

kurds-hostile-2013111319156414866.html 

 

 Syrian civil war prompts polio 
vaccination effort 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-opposition-says-armed-kurds-hostile-2013111319156414866.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-opposition-says-armed-kurds-hostile-2013111319156414866.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/syria-opposition-says-armed-kurds-hostile-2013111319156414866.html
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Health officials are rushing to vaccinate 

millions of children from Egypt to Turkey, 

fearing a polio outbreak in Syria could 

spread as tens of thousands of refugees 

flee the civil war. 

 

The officials want to reach all children 

under 5 years old in seven vulnerable 

places: Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, the 

Palestinian West Bank and Gaza Strip, 

Turkey and Syria, about 22 million in all. 

 

The $30 million campaign by the UN and 

Arab health officials seeks to inoculate 

even those who already may have been 

vaccinated against the highly contagious 

virus that can paralyze or kill. 

 

"There is no choice: everybody has to be 

vaccinated. It's not a matter of 'I want to,' 

(or) 'I don't want to.' No. With polio there 

is no cure, you have nothing but 

prevention," said Soha Boustani of the 

U.N.'s children's agency, UNICEF. 

 

The scramble to vaccinate is palpable in 

neighboring Lebanon because of the sheer 

number of refugees overwhelming the 

health care system. 

 

This week, hundreds of health workers 

and volunteers were fanning out across 

Lebanon - especially in its vulnerable 

slums - offering free vaccinations and 

hoping to reach the country's half-million 

children under age 5. 

 

UN officials established new vaccination 

points across Lebanon's eastern and 

northern borders with Syria to catch 

children before they cross. Radio spots 

urge parents to vaccinate their children in 

local clinics. 

 

The four-day campaign was due to end 

Tuesday but was extended until Friday 

because of the need to knock on nearly 

every door, said a Lebanese health official, 

speaking condition of anonymity because 

she wasn't allowed to talk to reporters. 

 

Another vaccination campaign will start in 

December, health officials said. 

 

Syrian refugees in Lebanon said officials 

ordered them to bring their children for 

vaccination as a compulsory step to 
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renewing UN identity cards entitling them 

to aid, but UN officials denied that. 

 

"We heard on the television that we have 

to vaccinate the children," said Ghufran 

Turun, a 28-year-old mother of three, at a 

UN center in the northern Lebanese city of 

Tripoli, where dozens of families waited 

on rows of plastic chairs. 

 

Turun's mother-in-law clutched her 

unvaccinated granddaughter, 2-month-old 

Loujain, while Turun's 4-year-old son, Zein 

al-Abedeen, had to be revaccinated. 

 

Nearby, two other girls worriedly clung to 

their father as they waited. Their brown 

eyes widened as their mother handed 

their toddler brother - too young to know 

what was happening - to a nurse who 

swiftly injected him as he cried in pain and 

surprise. The little girls inched closer to 

their father. 

 

The polio vaccine is usually administered 

orally but the UN also was offering 

injections against measles, rubella and 

chicken pox. 

 

Inside Syria, in areas beset by fighting, 

health officials were trying to reach 

children in mobile clinics, UNICEF said. 

 

The campaign began after the World 

Health Organization, a UN agency, 

confirmed 10 polio cases in the 

northeastern Syrian province of Deir al-

Zour in November. On Monday, another 

three children in the area were found to 

have the virus. 

 

The WHO also found strains of the virus in 

sewage samples in Egypt, Israel and the 

Palestinian territories. Although Arab 

countries traditionally have high 

immunization rates of about 90 percent, 

tens of thousands of children were seen as 

vulnerable, said Mike Ryan, WHO's polio 

response coordinator. 

 

The polio vaccinations did not guarantee 

full protection, which is why millions had 

to be inoculated again, Ryan said. 

 

The campaign underscores how one effect 

of Syria's three-year conflict - the collapse 

of its medical system in some areas - has 

rippled through the region. 

 

Syria's 90 percent vaccination rate 

plummeted to 68 percent during the civil 

war, leaving a half-million children 

without inoculations, the UN estimated. 
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The children are among the 4 million 

Syrians who have fled to other parts of 

their country and the 2 million who have 

left it entirely. 

 

Lebanon is particular at risk, Ryan said, 

with 1.4 million Syrians pouring into the 

country in the past two years - a mix of 

refugees and immigrants. 

 

The poorest crowd into apartments, 

unfinished buildings, storefronts and 

about 40 tin-shack slums, the UN said, and 

many have no running water or sewage 

systems. Polio is usually spread by food 

and drink contaminated with feces. 

 

Turun and her family are among those 

poorest of refugees. They live with other 

relatives in a room of an apartment under 

construction, with no toilet, running water 

or power. They use bricks to block gaping 

holes in the wall. 

 

In such impoverished parts of Lebanon, 

health services are overstretched by the 

influx of Syrian refugees, and the families 

sometimes skip immunizations, health 

officials said. In addition, some of the 

Syrians are not registered with authorities. 

 

As a result, even though health officials 

estimate Lebanon's vaccination rate at 98 

percent, it is likely to be lower. 

 

Last winter, a measles outbreak affected 

an unprecedented 1,400 Syrian and 

Lebanese children - also because of poor 

vaccination rates. The UN and partner 

groups bulked up their health services but 

still were overwhelmed, UNICEF's 

Boustani said. 

 

"When you look at the Syrians and their 

conditions (in Lebanon),"Boustani said, 

"you realize the urgency of the issue." 

 

The WHO said a joint resolution by 21 

nations who are part of the UN health 

agency's Eastern Mediterranean region 

have called on Pakistan to urgently 

vaccinate all of its children to prevent the 

virus from spreading internationally. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-civil-war-

prompts-polio-vaccination-effort.html 

 

 

 Syrian forces make gains in Damascus, 
advance in Aleppo 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-civil-war-prompts-polio-vaccination-effort.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-civil-war-prompts-polio-vaccination-effort.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-civil-war-prompts-polio-vaccination-effort.html
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Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s forces 

captured the southern Damascus suburb 

of Hujaira and advanced on an Islamist-

held northern village in Aleppo on 

Wednesday. 

 

This is in part of a broader advance that 

has brought President Assad major gains 

south of the capital before proposed 

international peace talks to end the 32-

month conflict. 

 

Both Syrian state television and al-Manar, 

the channel of the Lebanese group 

Hezbollah whose fighters helped drive 

rebels out Hujaira, broadcast live footage 

showing soldiers in control of otherwise 

empty streets flanked by shelled buildings 

and ruins, Reuters reported.  

 

“Southern districts [in Damascus] that 

have been under rebel control for more 

than a year are falling one by one,” 

Reuters quoted Damascus-based activist 

Rami al-Sayyed as saying. 

 

Syrian forces advance in Aleppo 

 

Meanwhile, forces loyal to President 

Assad has also advanced on the Islamist-

held northern village of Tal Hassel on 

Wednesday, Agence France-Presse 

reported 

 

A security official confirmed to AFP that 

the army was advancing at Tal Hassel, and 

said it was “expanding operations to 

recover regions captured by terrorists.” 

 

“Residents are being very cooperative 

with the Syrian army, because they were 

treated very badly by the terrorists.” 

 

Syrian forces making advances in Tal 

Hassel has prompted jihadist rebels in 

nearby Aleppo to call for mass 

mobilization to counter the offensive.  

 

Fighting raged at Tal Hassel, some 12 

kilometers (seven miles) from Aleppo, the 

country’s pre-war commercial hub, where 

the regime and rebels have been locked in 

a bloody standoff for more than a year. 

 

Since September’s deal between the 

United States and Russia to eliminate 

Syrian chemical weapons averted the 

threat of Western attack, Assad’s forces 
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have also consolidated control around 

other cities along Syria’s north-south 

highway such as Deraa and Homs. 

 

Large, mostly rural and desert, regions 

remain under the control of rebel 

brigades, mainly in the eastern Syria and 

in the countryside bordering Turkey. 

 

“In the last few months Assad has been 

increasingly leaving the fighting in the 

urban areas, especially Damascus and its 

environs, to his Shi'ite allies,” a Middle 

East security official told Reuters.  

 

“The capture of Hujaira is typical. Syrian 

army tanks and artillery level the area. The 

Iraqis and Hezbollah advance and do the 

fighting. Assad’s troops then enter the 

area and pose for cameras,” he added. 

 

Assad’s gains put him in an increasingly 

secure position ahead of proposed - but 

long delayed - peace talks in Geneva 

aimed at finding a political solution to the 

civil war. Syrian authorities have scoffed at 

suggestions he should hand power to a 

transitional government. 

 

 

An estimated 120,000 people have been 

killed and millions displaced by Syria’s civil 

war, which erupted after a fierce 

government crackdown on pro-democracy 

protests first held in March 2011. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-forces-make-

gains-in-Damascus-advance-in-Aleppo-

.html 

 

 

3. IRAN  
 

 Shiites Preparing for Ashoura 
Mourning 

 

 

 

Shiite Muslim mourners, dressed in black, 

took to the streets or gathered in 

mosques around the world on Wednesday 

to commemorate the martyrdom 

anniversary of Imam Hossein (AS), the 

grandson of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH). 

A large number of Iranian Shiite pilgrims 

flocked into Karbala, some 110 km South 

of Baghdad, and into Kadhmiyah in 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-forces-make-gains-in-Damascus-advance-in-Aleppo-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-forces-make-gains-in-Damascus-advance-in-Aleppo-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-forces-make-gains-in-Damascus-advance-in-Aleppo-.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Syrian-forces-make-gains-in-Damascus-advance-in-Aleppo-.html
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Northern Baghdad to commemorate 

Ashoura day, Thursday, which marks the 

death of Imam Hossein who was killed and 

buried in Karbala in 680 AD. 

 

Numbers of black-clad men, young men 

and children, waving green, black and red 

flags, and accompanied by drummers, 

marched through the streets of Karbala 

and Kadhmiyah. 

 

Some pilgrims beat their chests and heads 

in honor of Imam Hossein who was killed 

in the battle of Karbala in the seventh 

century (AD) and since then became a key 

moment in Shiite history and religion. 

 

Thousands of Iraqi security troops manned 

dozens of checkpoints and patrols across 

Baghdad and thousands more of security 

members with hundreds of civilian guards, 

recruited by Shiite clerics, were deployed 

in and around the city of Karbala to 

protect the worshippers, according to 

security officials. 

 

Imam Hossein was martyred after he flatly 

refused to give allegiance to the 

oppressive Umayyad caliph, Yazid. 

 

 

His martyrdom took place on the tenth of 

the Muslim month of Muharram, known 

as Ashoura, in 680 AD. 

 

He was martyred along with 72 of his loyal 

companions in the tragic massacre at 

Karbala. 

 

Nearly 14 centuries later, millions of 

Muslims around the world commemorate 

the occasion every year. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920822000401 

 

 Italy: West Deeply Interested in 
Expanding All-Out Ties with Iran 

 

 

 

Italian Foreign Minister Emma Bonino said 

if the sanctions on Iran are lifted or eased, 

the western countries, including Italy, will 

no doubt vie with each other to win the 

eye-catching advantages of Iran's great 

and lucrative market. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000401
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000401
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Speaking to the Italian newspaper Corriere 

della sera, Bonino said, "On September 26, 

there was a line of politicians and 

diplomats at the United Nation General 

Assembly in New York waiting to see 

(President) Hassan Rouhani and (Foreign 

Minister) Mohammad Javad Zarif. We had 

to wait for our turn to see them." 

 

"I wanted to meet Zarif in Rome last 

Thursday, but the meeting was 

postponed. We are studying a program for 

direct cooperation with Iran which is not 

only on energy," the Italian top diplomat 

said. 

 

Bonino said Italy was the first western 

country which underlined the importance 

of Rouhani's election as the president of 

Iran. 

 

On recent nuclear talks in Geneva, Bonino 

said after 30 years, it is worth waiting a 

few more weeks in order to make a good 

deal with Iran. Then, we will have enough 

time to explain to Israel and other 

countries that feel worried about Iran's 

nuclear activities. 

 

Late in June, Italian Prime Minister Enrico 

Letta expressed Rome's willingness to 

further expand its bilateral ties with 

Tehran during the tenure of President 

Rouhani. 

 

In relevant remarks, earlier this week, 

Russia’s Ambassador to Tehran Levan 

Dzhagaryan said that the Russian oil and 

gas companies are willing to invest in 

Iran’s energy sector in case the sanctions 

against Tehran are lifted. 

 

“We hold a positive view about the 

presence of Russian oil companies in Iran’s 

energy sector,” Dzhagaryan said on 

Sunday. 

 

He added, “Moscow is opposed to (the) 

unilateral sanctions (imposed) against Iran 

because we are suffering from these 

sanctions.” 

 

The Russian ambassador further noted 

that his country is working toward closer 

cooperation with Iran in different areas, 

particularly in the fields of oil, gas and 

energy. 

 

Sanctions on Iran’s energy sector were 

imposed based on the unfounded 

accusation that Iran is pursuing non-

civilian objectives in its nuclear energy 

program. 
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Iran rejects the allegations, arguing that as 

a committed signatory to the nuclear Non-

Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and a member 

of the International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA), it has the right to use nuclear 

technology for peaceful purposes. 

 

In addition, the IAEA has conducted 

numerous inspections of Iran's nuclear 

facilities but has never found any evidence 

showing that Iran's civilian nuclear 

program has been diverted to nuclear 

weapons production. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920822000286 

 

 White House: Opposing Iran Deal 
Could Lead to War 

 

 

 

The White House warned the Congress, 

which is currently mulling tougher 

sanctions on Iran over the country's 

nuclear energy program, that opposing a 

deal with Tehran could lead to war. 

 

On Tuesday, the White House warned 

lawmakers that thwarting US diplomatic 

efforts in dealing with Iran’s nuclear 

energy program could leave President 

Barack Obama little option but enter 

another war. 

 

"The American people do not want a 

march to war," spokesman Jay Carney 

said, press tv reported. 

 

He warned that if President Obama’s 

efforts to solve the Iranian nuclear issue 

through diplomatic channels failed, or 

were blocked, he would be left with few 

other options including a military action. 

 

"The American people justifiably and 

understandably prefer a peaceful 

solution” to Iran’s nuclear issue “and this 

agreement, if it's achieved, has the 

potential to do that," Carney said. 

 

The White House warning came as US 

lawmakers are seeking to ratchet up 

additional sanctions against Iran in a move 

that is directed at derailing negotiations 

over a diplomatic solution for Iran’s 

nuclear energy program. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000286
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000286
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Iran and the six major world powers -- the 

United States, Britain, Russia, China, 

France and Germany -- discussed the issue 

behind closed doors in Geneva, 

Switzerland. The intensive talks kicked off 

on November 7 and stretched into the 

early hours of November 10. 

 

The two sides could not reach a deal in 

Geneva, but stressed that significant 

progress had been made and expressed 

optimism about the prospect of achieving 

a deal. The two sides agreed to continue 

negotiations on November 20 in the same 

venue. 

 

US Secretary of State John Kerry said on 

Monday that negotiations between Iran 

and the group of six major world powers 

in Geneva came “extremely close” to 

yielding results. 

 

“We were very, very close actually, 

extremely close,” Kerry told BBC in an 

interview. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920822000129 

 

 Iranian Minister to Attend Energy 
Meetings in Japan 

 

 

 

Iranian Energy Minister Hamid Chitchian is 

slated to depart for Japan next week to 

take part in two energy meetings. 

 

Chitchian's next week visit to Japan is at 

the invitation of Japanese Ambassador to 

Tehran Koji Haneda, on behalf of Japan’s 

Ministry of International Trade and 

Industry. 

 

The Iranian minister will attend two 

meetings on energy efficiency and 

renewable energy during his stay in the 

East Asian country. 

 

During a Tuesday meeting between the 

Iranian minister and Haneda, the pair 

agreed on expansion of bilateral 

cooperation over management of water 

and energy demands, new energies and to 

stop degradation of environment of 

Orumiyeh Lake in Northwestern Iran. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000129
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000129
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Diplomatic relations between Iran and 

Japan were formally established in 1926 

and throughout history, the two countries 

have maintained a friendly and strongly 

cooperation in various arenas. 

 

The two countries' officials have held talks 

in different economic, trade, political and 

cultural fields in recent years to explore 

new ways for expansion of bilateral ties. 

 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.asp

x?nn=13920822000259 

 

 Israel, some Arab states against Iran 
N-deal: Nasrallah 

 

 

 

Hezbollah Secretary General Seyyed 

Hassan Nasrallah says Israel and some 

Arab countries are against any agreement 

between Iran and the six major world 

powers over Tehran’s nuclear energy 

program. 

 

 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

“Netanyahu is doing everything he can to 

make the Iranian nuclear negotiations 

with the P5+1 countries fail,” Nasrallah 

said in a speech in Beirut's southern 

suburb of Dahiyeh on Wednesday.  

 

He said the United States has warned that 

the alternative to a peaceful solution is 

war, adding that Tel Aviv prefers to push 

for war in the region for its own interests.  

 

“American officials said the substitute to a 

political solution is war and the American 

people do not want war. But Israel is still 

pushing for a war,” he said. 

 

“All nations in the region, among them 

Lebanon, must know who is looking for 

war and who is looking for political 

solutions that preserve the rights of Arabs 

and Muslims,” Nasrallah added.  

 

The Hezbollah leader also pointed out 

that, like Israel, some Arab countries are 

strongly against any understanding 

between Iran and other countries in the 

world.  

 

“Some Arab countries are acting similarly 

to Israel and rejecting a political solution 

http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000259
http://english.farsnews.com/newstext.aspx?nn=13920822000259
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in Syria and any international accord with 

Iran,” he stated.  

 

Last week, Tehran and the five permanent 

members of the United Nations Security 

Council -- Britain, China, France, Russia 

and the United states -- plus Germany 

discussed Iran’s nuclear energy program 

behind closed doors in Geneva, 

Switzerland. The intensive talks kicked off 

on November 7 and stretched into the 

early hours of November 10.  

 

The two sides could not reach a deal in 

Geneva, but stressed that significant 

progress had been made and expressed 

optimism about the prospect of achieving 

a deal. The two sides agreed to continue 

negotiations on November 20 in the same 

venue.  

 

Nasrallah also said the Tel Aviv regime is 

happy with the divisions in the Arab world 

and the conflicts in some Arab states, 

noting that it is part of an Israeli plot to 

have a divided region to impose its 

hegemony.  

 

“There is no doubt Israel is happy today 

with what is happening in our Arab and 

Islamic world, that is, the conflicts, the 

problems and the wars,” he said.  

 

“Netanyahu has become an expert on 

Shia-Sunni affairs and this is Israel's 

project, to have all nations in the region 

weak and divided on a sectarian or ethnic 

basis,” Nasrallah stated. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/

334583/israel-against-iran-ndeal-

nasrallah/ 

 

 ‘Iran N-deal will be beneficial to 
entire Mideast’ 

 

 

 

Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri 

says the deal between Iran and the six 

major world powers over Tehran’s nuclear 

energy program will benefit the entire 

Middle East. 

 

 

An agreement between Iran and the five 

permanent members of the UN Security 

Council - the United States, China, Russia, 

France and Britain - plus Germany will be a 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334583/israel-against-iran-ndeal-nasrallah/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334583/israel-against-iran-ndeal-nasrallah/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334583/israel-against-iran-ndeal-nasrallah/
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milestone, its positive results will prevail 

across the region and Lebanon will also be 

a beneficiary, Berri said in a meeting with 

Iranian Ambassador to Beirut Ghazanfar 

Roknabadi on Wednesday.  

 

He also pointed to Israel’s concerted 

efforts to sabotage negotiations over the 

Iranian nuclear case, stressing that the Tel 

Aviv regime will leave no stone unturned 

in pursuit of such a goal.  

 

Berri went on to say that a deal over 

Tehran’s civilian nuclear work would mark 

a page in US history since it would be a 

measure unfazed by the Israeli pressure 

and in line with the interests of the 

American nation.  

 

Roknabadi, for his part, briefed the 

Lebanese Parliament Speaker on the 

three-day negotiations between Iran and 

the six major world powers in the Swiss 

city of Geneva, and described the talks as 

positive.  

 

Iran and the six powers could not reach a 

deal over Tehran’s nuclear energy 

program in the Geneva talks which started 

on November 7 and ended in the early 

hours of November 10, but the two sides 

said significant progress had been made 

and expressed optimism about the 

prospect of achieving a deal.  

 

Tehran and the world powers will 

continue their nuclear negotiations in 

Geneva on November 20. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/

334565/iran-ndeal-to-benefit-entire-

mideast/ 

 

 US and UK reiterate support for Iran 
talks 

 

 

 

US President Barack Obama and British 

Prime Minister David Cameron have 

spoken about their expectations for the 

next round of negotiations on Iran's 

nuclear programme, as part of a phone 

conversation about several security issues 

in the Middle East, the White House said. 

 

"On Iran, the president and prime minister 

reiterated their support for the P5+1's 

unified proposal and discussed their 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334565/iran-ndeal-to-benefit-entire-mideast/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334565/iran-ndeal-to-benefit-entire-mideast/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334565/iran-ndeal-to-benefit-entire-mideast/
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expectations for the next round of talks," 

the White House said on Tuesday. 

 

Iran and the six world powers - the US, 

Britain, Russia, France, China and 

Germany - came close to a preliminary 

nuclear agreement at the weekend during 

talks in Geneva and decided to resume 

negotiations on November 20 in their 

attempt to defuse a decade-old standoff. 

 

Israel and some Western governments 

fear Iran is using its nuclear programme as 

a covert means to develop weapons, a 

charge that Tehran denies. 

 

Tightening sanctions 

 

The White House warned US lawmakers 

on Tuesday that tightening sanctions on 

Iran could box America into a "march to 

war" and derail a diplomatic push to limit 

Tehran's atomic programme. 

 

The warning marked a significant 

toughening of President Barack Obama's 

stance towards Congress.  

 

"The American people do not want a 

march to war," White House spokesman 

Jay Carney told reporters. 

 

US Secretary of State John Kerry, who will 

hold a closed-door briefing on Iran at the 

Senate Banking Committee on 

Wednesday, wants a "temporary pause" in 

the imposition of additional sanctions on 

Tehran by US lawmakers to give 

diplomacy a chance. 

 

"Having the negotiation does not mean 

giving up anything,” Kerry told reporters. 

 

“The time to oppose it is when you see 

what it is, not to oppose the effort to find 

out what is possible,”he said. 

 

Fresh from the talks, Kerry believes it 

would be a "mistake" for the US Congress 

to impose additional sanctions on Iran 

now amid negotiations with Tehran over 

its nuclear programme, State Department 

spokeswoman Jen Psaki said. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/us-uk-reiterate-support-iran-

talks-201311131450662802.html 

 

 Murder of Iranian officials not 
political: Police 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/us-uk-reiterate-support-iran-talks-201311131450662802.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/us-uk-reiterate-support-iran-talks-201311131450662802.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/us-uk-reiterate-support-iran-talks-201311131450662802.html
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A top Iranian police authority says the 

recent murders of two high-ranking 

Iranian officials had no political or 

security-related motives. 

 

 

The murder of Musa Noori, the prosecutor 

of the city of Zabol in the southeastern 

Sistan-and-Baluchestan Province, was 

prompted by a case he was working on 

and was not politically motivated, said 

Iranian Deputy Police Chief Brigadier 

General Ahmad-Reza Radan.  

 

Noori and his driver were killed in an 

attack by two unidentified gunmen on 

their way to work on November 6. The 

assailants fled the scene.  

 

Rejecting the claim that the Jaish-ul-Adl 

terrorist group was behind the attack, 

Radan said police had arrested several 

people in that connection who were all 

Iranian.  

 

The terrorist group had earlier claimed 

responsibility for the murder of the Zabol 

prosecutor.  

 

On October 25, Jaish-ul-Adl killed fourteen 

Iranian border guards and wounded six 

more in a shooting assault in the border 

region of Saravan in Iran’s southeastern 

province of Sistan and Baluchestan.  

 

Also commenting on the murder of Iranian 

Deputy Minister of Trade, Industry and 

Mines Safdar Rahmatabadi, the deputy 

police commander underlined that the 

clues found by police suggested the 

incident had no political or security-

related motives.  

 

Rahmatabadi was attacked by an 

unknown gunman in Tehran on November 

10. He was shot in the chest and the head 

at about 19:50 local time 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/

334505/murder-of-iran-officials-not-

political/ 

 

 Nuclear deal: Obama and Hollande 
put ball in Iran’s court 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334505/murder-of-iran-officials-not-political/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334505/murder-of-iran-officials-not-political/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334505/murder-of-iran-officials-not-political/
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French President Francois Hollande and 

US President Barack Obama on 

Wednesday jointly urged Iran to accept a 

deal presented by world powers on its 

nuclear programme, Hollande's office 

said. 

 

In a statement issued after a call between 

the two leaders, they also expressed 

support for the text of an agreement put 

forward by world powers at recent talks in 

Geneva. 

 

"The two heads of state expressed their 

shared determination to obtain from Iran 

every guarantee that it will finally give up 

its military nuclear programme," the 

statement said. 

 

Hollande and Obama "confirmed their full 

support for the text agreed" by the P5+1 

group of world powers at this weekend's 

talks, which they said forms "the basis for 

a serious, solid and credible agreement". 

 

"Now it is up to Iran to give a positive 

answer," the statement said. 

 

In its own statement, the White House 

said the two leaders were in "full 

agreement" on the "unified proposal" put 

forward by world powers in the P5+1 

group. 

 

"They consider the P5+1 proposal to be a 

sound step toward assuring the 

international community that Iran's 

nuclear programme is exclusively 

peaceful," the White House said. 

 

The statement also highlighted 

Washington's close relationship with Paris, 

after reports it was opposition from 

France that scuttled a deal with Iran. 

 

"The United States deeply values its 

relationship with France, including as 

NATO allies, and we will continue to 

consult closely on global security," the 

White House said. 

 

Iran and world powers failed to agree a 

deal on Tehran's disputed nuclear 

programme at talks in Geneva at the 

weekend but are planning to meet again 

on November 20 for further negotiations. 
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Western diplomatic sources say the two 

sides were close to a deal, but that Iran 

backed away because it was unhappy with 

some of the wording in the text presented 

by the six powers. 

 

The P5+1 is made up of the five 

permanent members of the UN Security 

Council -- Britain, China, France, Russia 

and the United States -- plus Germany. 

 

They have been negotiating with Tehran 

for years over its nuclear programme, 

which some suspect is aimed at 

developing a nuclear weapon -- a claim 

Iran vehemently denies. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62582 

 

 

4. ISRAEL - PALESTINE 
 

 Netanyahu to Housing Minister: Stop 
settler expansion... Iran is more 
important 

 

 

 

 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 

decision to scrap plans for a "record" 

20,000 West Bank settler homes was 

driven by Israel's bid to scupper an Iranian 

nuclear deal, observers said Wednesday. 

 

Netanyahu publicly forced his Housing 

Minister Uri Ariel, who had approved the 

plans, to back down after drawing US 

condemnation for a settlement project 

the Palestinians warned would end a 

fragile peace process. 

 

Israel's Intelligence Minister Yuval Steinitz 

said Wednesday that all settlement plans 

should be "coordinated" with the premier, 

in cautionary remarks directed at Ariel, 

who himself lives in a settlement and is a 

member of Jewish Home, the far-right 

religious party in the ruling coalition. 

 

Netanyahu had told Ariel the plan "creates 

an unnecessary confrontation with the 

international community at a time when 

we are making an effort to persuade 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62582
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62582
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elements in the international community 

to reach a better deal with Iran," 

according to a statement from his office. 

 

His dramatic intervention to halt the plan 

to build what experts said would be the 

biggest ever batch of settler homes on 

occupied Palestinian territory came after 

fierce criticism from the US, which has 

been pushing for a peace agreement 

between Israel and the Palestinians. 

 

State Department spokeswoman Jennifer 

Psaki said Washington was not only 

concerned by the initial announcement of 

the 20,000 settler homes, but also 

"surprised" and sought an explanation 

from Israel. 

 

She repeated the longstanding US position 

on settlements -- reaffirmed by US 

Secretary of State John Kerry during a visit 

to the Middle East last week -- that "we do 

not accept the legitimacy of continued 

settlement activity". 

 

And Netanyahu directly linked his 

reprimand of Ariel to Israel's plans to 

scupper a possible international deal with 

Israel's arch-foe Iran over its disputed 

nuclear programme. 

 

"At this time, the attention of the 

international community must not be 

diverted from the main effort -- 

preventing Iran from receiving an 

agreement that will allow it to continue its 

military nuclear program," Netanyahu 

said. 

 

Political analyst Yaakov Peri said the 

settlement plan weakened Israel's 

position. 

 

"An announcement like that of Ariel's 

undermines not only the peace talks that 

are running into trouble already, but also 

the prime minister's efforts regarding the 

Iranian issue," he told public radio. 

 

The moves came on the same day that 

Israel's newly reappointed Foreign 

Minister Avigdor Lieberman pledged to 

work to mend relations with the United 

States, which have soured over the Iran 

nuclear issue. 

 

The US and Israel, along with many in the 

international community, accuse Iran of 

seeking to develop a nuclear weapon, but 

Tehran says its atomic ambitions are 

entirely peaceful. 
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But as the US strives towards a deal with 

the Islamic republic to freeze or curb parts 

of its nuclear programme, possibly in 

exchange for a relaxing of harsh 

international economic sanctions, Israel 

opposes what it says would be a "bad" 

deal. 

 

Israel has even threatened to strike Iran 

by itself if it feels military action is 

necessary. 

 

Netanyahu said he spoke last week to the 

US, Russian, French, German and British 

leaders -- five of the six world powers 

negotiating with Iran -- and "told them 

that according to the information reaching 

Israel, the looming agreement is bad and 

dangerous". 

 

A New York Times editorial described 

Netanyahu's opposition to an Iran deal as 

"hysterical," particularly his comments 

that such an agreement would be the 

"deal of the century" for Tehran. 

 

Israel's Economy Minister Naftali Bennett 

travelled to the United States on Tuesday, 

with part of his trip focusing on meetings 

with senators and members of the 

Congress over the issue. 

 

"We will conduct a campaign in the US by 

meeting dozens of members of Congress, 

to whom I'll explain myself that Israel's 

security is at risk," said Bennett, the leader 

of Jewish Home. 

 

Israeli left-leaning commentators have 

ridiculed Israel's aggressive approach to 

the Iran negotiations. 

 

"If they don't let us bomb Iran, we'll bomb 

the United States. That seems to be the 

new Israeli strategy in the face of the 

Iranian nuclear threat," satirised Haaretz 

newspaper commentator Zvi Barel on 

Wednesday. 

 

"Undoubtedly the time has come to 

occupy Washington. It is the genuine 

enemy that is leading the world to the 

precipice and threatening Israel's 

existence," he wrote. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62567 

 

 Hamas dictatorship at work: Torture 
to dissuade political dissent 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62567
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62567
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Hamas has arrested and tortured dozens 

of Palestinians in the Gaza Strip over the 

past few weeks on political grounds, a 

Palestinian rights group said Wednesday. 

 

The Gaza-based Palestinian Centre for 

Human Rights condemned the "arrest 

campaign launched by the Internal 

Security Service (of Hamas) against dozens 

of persons, including members of (the) 

Fatah (party) and children." 

 

It said arrests had been stepped up to 

coincide with calls for demonstrations 

against Hamas on the anniversary of the 

death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. 

 

The protests were called by the Tamarrod 

movement, which is inspired by the 

Egyptian group of the same name that 

organised the mass protests attending the 

army's ouster of president Mohamed 

Morsi. 

 

Morsi hails from the Muslim Brotherhood, 

an organisation with branches across the 

Middle East whose Palestinian affiliate is 

Hamas. 

 

Detainees told PCHR "that they were 

subject to torture, including being hit on 

hands and feet by a stick, punched all over 

their bodies, shackled, and forced to stand 

for long hours." 

 

Others were "forced to sign oaths to abide 

by (the) law, not to assemble for 

participation in demonstrations, not to be 

in areas of friction with the police, and not 

to incite people against the government," 

the PCHR said. 

 

On Monday Hamas forbade 

commemorations of Arafat, who died in 

2004, accusing its West Bank-based rival 

of trying to organise "only a Fatah 

ceremony" in Gaza and excluding the 

territory's Islamist rulers. 

 

Police were out in full force, and a 

correspondent was briefly detained just 

for interviewing residents on the occasion. 

 

A Hamas spokesman on Wednesday 

refused to comment on the PCHR report, 

but slammed Tamarrod as "collaborators." 
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"There's no place for collaborators, 

hypocrites or rebels ... on our land," 

Hamas spokesman Fathi Hammad said, 

describing the movement's calls for 

protest as "weaker than bubbles of soap." 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62581 

 

 New Israel-Hamas confrontation 
looms: Who will make first move? 

 

 

 

A year after trading fire in a week-long 

war in Gaza, Israel and Hamas are 

squaring up for another confrontation, 

despite both sides appearing reluctant to 

make the first move. 

 

More than 170 Palestinians and six Israelis 

were killed when hostilities erupted after 

an Israeli missile killed Hamas military 

chief Ahmed Jaabari last November 14. 

 

An Egypt-brokered truce was agreed 

seven days later, on November 21. 

 

During an inspection of the Israeli army's 

Gaza division on Tuesday, Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu said that one year 

later, "a significant deterrent was 

achieved." 

 

He cited a fall of 98 percent in the 

frequency of rocket attacks on Israel from 

the Islamist-ruled Palestinian territory. 

 

"Israel will continue to respect 

international law scrupulously, but will not 

remain with its arms crossed in the face of 

terrorism," he warned. 

 

Rights groups and the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights have 

accused both sides of flouting 

international law during the 2012 Gaza 

conflict. 

 

Netanyahu accused Palestinian militants 

of preparing for another round of 

hostilities. 

 

"Hamas and other terrorist groups 

continue to arm themselves in different 

ways. They are also trying to develop an 

underground option through the use of 

tunnels," he said. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62581
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62581
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On October 13, Israel announced the 

discovery of a "terror tunnel" 1.7 

kilometres (one-mile) long from Gaza 

under the border into Israel. 

 

Responsibility for constructing the 

sophisticated tunnel was claimed by the 

Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades, the armed 

wing of Hamas, which said it had planned 

to use the tunnel to capture Israeli 

soldiers and hold them in exchange for 

imprisoned Palestinians. 

 

A Hamas leader, Bassem Naim, said the 

tunnel was "an important message to 

Israel that Hamas is ready to strike as far 

as possible." 

 

On November 1, four Hamas fighters were 

killed and five Israeli soldiers were 

wounded during an Israeli raid to destroy 

the tunnel, which saw Israeli forces bomb 

another tunnel during the shootout. 

 

"Hamas does not want war or 

confrontation, because the Palestinian 

domestic situation weighs heavily," Naim 

said, referring to the heavy toll of Israeli 

and Egyptian border restrictions on the 

impoverished territory. 

 

"But if it happens, the movement will not 

stand idly by and will respond with 

military force, as well as politically and 

diplomatically." 

 

On Wednesday Palestinian security forces 

paraded in Gaza City's central Katiba 

Square to celebrate Hamas's "victory" in 

last year's conflict with Israel. 

 

"Our message is that the Palestinian 

resistance will rid the Zionist enemy of its 

arrogance in every battle to come," one 

official from the Hamas armed wing said. 

 

He said the Ezzedine al-Qassam Brigades 

were even stronger now than a year ago. 

 

Last week, the Hamas government said it 

had added studies to encourage 

"resistance to Israel" to the territory's 

public schools curriculum. 

 

Courses to "strengthen Palestinian rights, 

update programmes and add studies on 

human rights" would be introduced at 

three levels in secondary schools, 

education minister Muetassem al-Minaui 

said. 

 

For Hamas, however, the most immediate 

threat comes from the souring of relations 
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with Egypt after the army there toppled 

Islamist president Mohamed Morsi in July. 

 

The Egyptian military has since stepped up 

efforts to destroy tunnels used to smuggle 

fuel and other basic goods into Gaza from 

under the border at Rafah. 

 

Hamas has also lost support from Syria 

and Iran after breaking with President 

Bashar al-Assad's regime over his brutal 

crackdown on an Arab Spring-inspired 

uprising. 

 

Hamas "faces a grave crisis after the 

failure of the Muslim Brotherhood in 

Egypt and tensions with Iran," said Naji 

Sharab, political science professor at 

Gaza's Al-Azhar university. 

 

"It has lost its strategic, political, economic 

and security-related depth." 

 

He believes the Islamist movement's 

options are limited, given that "the sole 

issue is reconciliation" with Palestinian 

president Mahmud Abbas's Fatah 

movement in the Israeli-occupied West 

Bank. 

 

Hamas official Ahmed Yussef said he 

recognises the existence of "numerous 

difficulties because of less support from 

Iran," but insisted "these are being 

surmounted and relations will improve." 

 

"Hamas is focusing especially on resolving 

problems caused by the closure of the 

tunnels, and it will be some time before 

the crisis is over," Yussef conceded. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62569 

 

 Palestinians lose patience over Israel 
settler greed: Peace negotiators 
resign 

 

 

 

The entire team of Palestinian peace 

negotiators has resigned to protest 

continued Israeli settlement building, two 

of them said Wednesday, but president 

Mahmud Abbas has yet to accept their 

resignations. 

 

Negotiator Mohammed Shtayyeh said the 

move was in response to "increasing 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62569
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62569
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settlement building (by Israel) and the 

absence of any hope of achieving results." 

 

"Until now, president Abbas has not 

accepted our resignation," he added. 

 

Shtayyeh held Israel "completely 

responsible for the failure of negotiations, 

because of the continuation and 

escalation of settlement building." 

 

Another negotiator, speaking on condition 

of anonymity, confirmed the resignations. 

 

"Abbas has a number of choices here -- he 

can refuse or accept and form a new 

delegation, or demand a new negotiations 

mechanism," he said, referring to the 

possibility of indirect talks through a US 

team. 

 

Following mediation by Washington, 

direct talks resumed in July after a three-

year hiatus that was due primarily to 

Palestinian refusal to talk while settlement 

expansion continued. 

 

Since, then Israel has announced plans to 

build thousands of new settler homes in 

the occupied West Bank -- territory the 

Palestinians want for their future state 

under any peace deal. 

 

Late on Tuesday, Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu ordered cancellation of plans 

to build 20,000 more homes in the West 

Bank, hours after their announcement 

sparked US and Palestinian criticism. 

 

Abbas had warned that he would declare 

the peace process over if they went 

ahead. 

 

He told Egyptian TV channel CBC late on 

Tuesday that the negotiators had 

presented their resignations, but that he 

had not yet accepted them. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62580 

 

 Israeli soldier killed in bus stabbing 

 

 

 

A 16-year-old Palestinian has stabbed an 

Israeli soldier to death on a bus in an 

attack apparently motivated by the jailing 

of his relatives in Israel, police said. 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62580
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62580
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The killing, in the northern Israeli town of 

Afula, follows a surge in violence in the 

nearby occupied West Bank, where 10 

Palestinians have been shot dead by 

troops and three Israelis killed since peace 

talks resumed in July. 

 

"The Israeli soldier who was stabbed this 

morning by a Palestinian on a bus at the 

Afula bus station has died of his wounds in 

hospital," Micky Rosenfeld, an Israeli 

police spokesman, said on Wednesday. 

 

The suspect was detained by passengers 

and security forces on the bus, Rosenfeld 

said. 

 

Congratulations to the Palestinian West 

Bank hero who killed an Israeli  soldier in 

Afula this morning. This is a heroic act of 

resistance. 

 

Fawzi Barhum, Hamas spokesman 

 

"We consider this incident to be a terrorist 

attack motived by nationalism," he said. 

 

According to police, the Palestinian youth 

did not have a permit to be inside Israel. 

 

They said he boarded the bus on the 

Nazareth-Afula route and attacked the 20-

year-old soldier as the vehicle arrived at 

its destination. 

 

Army radio cited the Palestinian as saying 

he stabbed the soldier because  his uncles 

were in an Israeli jail. 

 

Hamas, the rulers of the Gaza Strip, 

congratulated the suspected attacker. 

 

"Congratulations to the Palestinian West 

Bank hero who killed an Israeli  soldier in 

Afula this morning," Hamas spokesman, 

Fawzi Barhoum, wrote on his Facebook 

page. 

 

"This is a heroic act of resistance showing 

that all methods of oppression and terror 

have not and will not succeed in stopping 

our people from carrying  out jihad and 

resistance." 

 

There violence of the last few weeks has 

increased tensions and prompted 

speculation about the outbreak of a third  

intifada, or uprising. 

 

The first Palestinian uprising against the 

Israeli occupation ran from 1987 to 1993, 

and was followed by a second one from 
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late 2000 to 2005 in which rights groups 

estimated 3,000 Palestinians and 1,000 

Israeli civilians and soldiers died. 

 

John Kerry, US secretary of state, was in 

Israel and the occupied Palestinian 

Territories last week in a bid to rescue 

peace talks that are already faltering  after 

just three months of meetings. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/israeli-soldier-killed-bus-

stabbing-2013111391938335810.html 

 

 Israel agrees to return stolen organs 
of dead Palestinians 

 

 

 

Israel has agreed to return organs of dead 

Palestinians harvested by its forensic 

pathologists during autopsies, Palestinian 

Civil Affairs Minister Hussein al-Sheikh told 

Ma’an news agency on Wednesday. 

 

Head of Israel's Abu Kabir forensic 

institute, Jehuda Hiss, had admitted 

harvesting organs from dead bodies 

without the permission of their families. 

 

“We started to harvest corneas ... 

Whatever was done was highly informal. 

No permission was asked from the 

family,” Hiss said in an interview with an 

American academic in 2000. The interview 

was released in 2010 and part of it was 

aired by Israel's Channel 2 TV. 

 

The Channel 2 report said forensic experts 

harvested bones, corneas, heart valves 

and skin from dead Israeli soldiers, 

citizens, Palestinians and even foreign 

workers. 

 

The Israeli army admitted to organ 

harvesting but said the practice was no 

longer performed. “This activity ended a 

decade ago and does not happen any 

longer,” the military told Channel 2. 

 

In the interview, Hiss described how his 

doctors would mask the removal of 

corneas from bodies. “We'd glue the 

eyelid shut,” he said. “We wouldn't take 

corneas from families we knew would 

open the eyelids,” Associated Press 

reported. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/israeli-soldier-killed-bus-stabbing-2013111391938335810.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/israeli-soldier-killed-bus-stabbing-2013111391938335810.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/israeli-soldier-killed-bus-stabbing-2013111391938335810.html
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The Palestinian official said Israel will 

“soon be returning some of the organs,” 

Ma’an reported. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/14/Israel-agrees-to-

return-stolen-organs-of-dead-

Palestinians.html 

 

 Senator: Kerry briefing on Iran was 
'fairly anti-Israeli' 

 

 

 

Secretary of state fails to convince Senate 

Banking Committee not to toughen Iran 

sanctions. Republican Sen. Mark Kirk says 

'I was supposed to disbelieve everything 

the Israelis had just told me' 

 

Vice President Joe Biden and Secretary of 

State John Kerry failed to convince the 

Senate Banking Committee not to toughen 

sanctions on Iran after testifying before 

the committee. 

  

Committee Chairman Sen. Tim Johnson, a 

South Dakota Democrat, said he has yet to 

decide on the matter. Sen. Chuck Schumer 

said he was “dubious” about the deal, is 

exploring “further details” but “is worried 

“that we are reducing sanctions while Iran 

is not reducing its nuclear capabilities.” 

  

 

While democrats remained cautious so as 

not to directly challenge the 

administration, republicans spare no 

criticism. 

  

“It was fairly anti-Israeli,” Sen. Mark Kirk 

(R-IL) said to reporters after the Senate 

briefing. “I was supposed to disbelieve 

everything the Israelis had just told me, 

and I think the Israelis probably have a 

pretty good intelligence service.” He said 

the Israelis had told him that the “total 

changes proposed set back the program 

by 24 days.” 

  

Kerry warned the committee against 

scuttling a historic opportunity for a 

nuclear pact with Iran by pressing ahead 

with new sanctions while international 

negotiators seek to prevent Tehran from 

being able to assemble an atomic 

weapons arsenal. 

  

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Israel-agrees-to-return-stolen-organs-of-dead-Palestinians.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Israel-agrees-to-return-stolen-organs-of-dead-Palestinians.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Israel-agrees-to-return-stolen-organs-of-dead-Palestinians.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/Israel-agrees-to-return-stolen-organs-of-dead-Palestinians.html
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“Our hope is that no new sanctions would 

be put in place for the simple reason that, 

if they are, it could be viewed as bad faith 

by the people we are negotiating with,” 

Kerry said before entering a closed-door 

briefing with members of the Senate 

Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs 

Committee, according to CNN. 

  

“It could destroy the ability to be able to 

get agreement,” he added, “and it could 

actually wind up setting us back in 

dialogue that’s taken 30 years to achieve.” 

 

 

The briefing may have been a closed 

session but senators claimed they 

received very little information. 

  

Sen. Bob Corker told reporters after the 

briefing he was "very disappointed in the 

presentation” and noted that the senators 

were given no details of the interim deal 

being formulated in negotiations between 

Iran and world powers in Geneva this 

month. He described the briefing as "an 

emotional appeal." 

  

"We ought to be actually ratcheting up the 

sanctions against Iran," Senate Minority 

Leader Mitch McConnell, said. "What the 

administration was promoting is 

something the Israelis think is a bad deal 

for them. It's pretty clear the Sunni Arab 

allies of ours also think it's a bad deal. 

Looking at it strictly from an American 

point of view, I think it's a bad deal as 

well." 

  

Meanwhile, National Security Adviser 

Susan Rice commented on Israel's public 

objection to the deal. "I think it's 

important that everybody understand 

what the deal is that needs to be reached 

and then they can make a judgment on its 

contours," Rice said at the Washington 

Ideas Forum in Washington, D.C. 

  

 

Asked if Netanyahu didn't understand the 

deal before issuing his harsh attack on it 

last week, Rice did not mention 

Netanyahu by name but indicated that he 

did not. 

  

"Well it's not done, so by definition it's 

premature to judge it because the outlines 

have yet to be finalized," she said. 

 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,734

0,L-4453477,00.html 

 

 

 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4453477,00.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4453477,00.html
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5. JORDAN and LEBANON 
 

 Iranian, German envoys stress 
stability in Lebanon 

 

 

 

The Iranian and German ambassadors to 

Beirut have underlined the necessity of 

safeguarding stability in Lebanon, 

particularly in the sensitive conditions 

facing the Middle East. 

 

On Thursday, Iranian Ambassador to 

Lebanon Ghazanfar Roknabadi met with 

his German counterpart, Christian Clages, 

in Beirut to discuss the latest regional 

developments, particularly the Syrian 

crisis, and their impact on Lebanon.  

 

During the meeting, Roknabadi reaffirmed 

Iran’s “principled” and “unchanged” 

stance on the right of all nations to decide 

their fate through free elections, stressing 

that the Islamic Republic rejects any 

foreign interference in the domestic 

affairs of other countries.  

 

The Iranian envoy also pointed to the acts 

of violence perpetrated by foreign-backed 

Takfiri militants against all religious groups 

in neighboring Syria, describing foreign 

financial and military support for militants 

as a great danger to the entire region.  

 

Clages, for his part, underlined that all 

countries share the common interest of 

preventing a military solution to the Syrian 

crisis, calling for a political settlement of 

the deadly turmoil, which has been 

plaguing the country since March 2011.  

 

The United Nations says more than 

100,000 people have been killed and 

millions of others displaced due to the 

foreign-backed turmoil in Syria. The world 

body has recently warned that over nine 

million people are in need of urgent aid in 

the Arab country. 

 

According to reports, Western powers and 

their regional allies - Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 

and Turkey - are supporting the militants 

fighting against the government of Syrian 

President Bashar al-Assad. 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/

334570/iran-germany-stress-lebanon-

stability/ 

 

http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334570/iran-germany-stress-lebanon-stability/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334570/iran-germany-stress-lebanon-stability/
http://www.presstv.ir/detail/2013/11/13/334570/iran-germany-stress-lebanon-stability/
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 Sidon network extends enrollment for 
Syrians 

 

 

 

The Sidon School Network will open 

registration Saturday to place the 

remaining Syrian refugee children in 

public and private schools around the city, 

the body announced Wednesday. 

 

Some 2,800 Syrian school-age refugees 

have already registered, not including 

Palestinian students displaced from Syria, 

who have been enrolled separately in 

UNRWA schools. Due to high demand 

from refugee families, the network has 

extended enrollment and adjusted classes 

to accommodate more children. 

 

“In line with the education plan launched 

this year by Future MP Bahia Hariri for 

Syrian refugee students residing in Sidon, 

the Sidon School Network and the Union 

of Aid Organizations in Sidon and its 

vicinities announce that they will receive 

the students that have yet to be enrolled 

to public and private schools,” the 

network said in a statement. 

 

According to the statement, the Hajj 

Bahaeddine Hariri School, the National 

Evangelical School of the Arts and Jinan 

School will receive Syrian students 

entering Grade 1, while the Maqassed 

Islamic School will take students entering 

Grade 2, and the Al-Forqan School will 

accept students entering Grade 3. 

 

Rafik Hariri High School will enroll 

students from Grade 4, and the Sidon 

School will receive students entering 

Grade 5 and 6. The Insani School, which 

was built especially for Syrian students, 

will take students from Grade 7-10, under 

the supervision of Iman Schools in Sidon. 

 

The statement asked parents to register 

their children in the identified schools 

from Nov. 16 to Nov. 21. 

 

Earlier that day, Hariri chaired a meeting 

at her residence in Majdalyoun to discuss 

the situation of the Syrian refugee 

students in the city. The meeting was 

attended by the general coordinator of 

the Sidon School Network, Nabil Bawwab, 

and the head of the UAO, Kamel Kozbar. 
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The participants of the meeting decided 

that Syrian students should be distributed 

across seven public and private schools, 

because public schools did not offer 

afternoon classes. 

 

Meanwhile, United Nations Special 

Coordinator for Lebanon Derek Plumbly 

met with municipal figures in Zahle and Jib 

Jenin to examine the conditions of the 

Syrian refugees and their host 

communities. In Zahle, UNHCR officials 

briefed him on the ongoing winterization 

efforts. 

 

He visited a solid waste project being 

implemented by the U.N. and the Union of 

Jib Jenin Municipalities. 

 

Plumbly also went to an informal tented 

settlement in Kob Elias and met with 

Syrian refugees. He said Lebanon and the 

international community would continue 

to support the refugees, and that he 

hoped for a political solution to the crisis 

in Syria. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-14/237809-sidon-

network-extends-enrollment-for-

syrians.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w 

 

 Jamaa official calls for ‘unified’ 
solution to Resistance Brigades 

 

 

 

Residents of Sidon have grown frustrated 

with the Hezbollah-affiliated Resistance 

Brigades as the party attempts to distance 

itself from the unruly armed group, 

Ahmad Jardali of Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya told 

The Daily Star in an interview Wednesday. 

“People are fed up and we are fed up with 

this phenomenon which has become like 

embers hidden by ash, ready to [reignite] 

at any moment,” Jardali said. 

 

“I will not hide the fact that all of us in the 

city in our own councils are discussing the 

damage caused by the Resistance 

Brigades, but in public, each keeps his 

opinions to himself,” he continued. “We 

must create a unified vision [of the city].” 

 

Jardali stressed the need for all 

stakeholders to “at the very least 

acknowledge the wrongdoings of the 

Resistance Brigades” in order to proceed 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237809-sidon-network-extends-enrollment-for-syrians.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237809-sidon-network-extends-enrollment-for-syrians.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237809-sidon-network-extends-enrollment-for-syrians.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237809-sidon-network-extends-enrollment-for-syrians.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
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with the necessary meetings to address 

the issue. 

 

Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya and Hezbollah have 

had their own ups and downs in the past. 

When asked about the current state of 

relations between the two parties, Jardali 

reiterated his call for a unified Sidon. 

 

He did say, however, that when his 

organization tried to address the issue 

with Hezbollah, it said it was not 

responsible, and pointed fingers 

elsewhere, as did other parties in the city. 

 

“So the subject was somewhat hazy,” he 

said. “But now the picture has become 

clearer.” 

 

“Though I would like to point out that the 

issue is no longer restricted to the city of 

Sidon – it has moved to other areas, and 

heavily.” 

 

Hezbollah formed the Resistance Brigades 

in 2009 drawing on Sunni supporters from 

Sidon, but has reportedly reduced their 

numbers after the group became 

notorious for troublemaking in the city. 

 

Earlier this week, authorities arrested 11 

men after a number of alleged members 

of the brigades ransacked a shop after a 

personal dispute with the owner’s family. 

Three other men involved in the dispute 

are still at large and are being pursued, 

police said. 

 

Jardali acknowledged the efforts of the 

government and the Internal Security 

Forces by arresting the 11 men, but 

expressed concern that they would be 

released soon. The men’s release was 

postponed another 24 hours Wednesday 

evening. 

 

“We are saying very clearly that we reject 

any military branch outside of the 

Lebanese state,” Jardali said. “How is it 

that one who is accused of firing shots and 

assaulting people is released from 

prison?” 

 

According to Jardali, Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya 

has been working effortlessly to meet with 

all concerned officials and political bodies 

in the city, including head of the Popular 

Nasserite Organization, Osama Saad, and 

former Mayor Abdel-Rahman al-Bizri, as 

well as attending the monthly consultative 

meeting in the southern village of 

Majdalyoun at the invitation of Sidon MP 

Bahia Hariri. 
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He added that the situation in Sidon 

would not be as dangerous were it not for 

the presence of the Resistance Brigades, 

warning that if the current situation 

continues, it “will be very bad and might 

burn Lebanon.” 

 

When asked about the latest 

developments in the Abra clashes, Jardali 

emphasized that Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya did 

not take over the issue from MP Bahia 

Hariri, as was reported in the media, 

adding that the organization was not given 

access to the file in the first place. 

 

The fighting in the Abra suburb of Sidon 

claimed the lives of at least 19 soldiers 

and an estimated 40 of Salafist Sheikh 

Ahmad Assir’s gunmen in June. Dozens of 

Assir’s supporters have been arrested in 

the months since. 

 

“As for the issue of the detainees, we have 

been keen from the very first day – as 

have other leaders of the city, but not 

everyone, unfortunately – to deal with the 

file from a humanitarian and legal aspect,” 

he said. 

 

Jardali said Al-Jamaa Al-Islamiya is 

requesting an improvement in the 

conditions of the detainees in Rihaniyya 

Prison in the short term and preferably 

their transfer to Roumieh Prison. It is also 

calling for fair trials in the presence of 

lawyers and a committee representing 

their families. Jardali also emphasized it 

was necessary to release those who are 

innocent. 

 

“Concerning this file we are very keen for 

the matter not to exceed the Abra clashes 

and not to be blown out of proportion, as 

well as not have the city, the Sunni youth 

or all bearded men punished for what 

happened,” he said. 

 

Jardali added that the arrests were still 

ongoing and the file is being transferred to 

the judiciary and is being followed up by 

lawyers. 

 

Separately, he also stressed the 

government should not close the borders 

with Syria, but should establish refugee 

camps for Syrians, whose numbers have 

reached some 50,000 in Sidon alone. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-14/237850-jamaa-

official-calls-for-unified-solution-to-

resistance-brigades.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237850-jamaa-official-calls-for-unified-solution-to-resistance-brigades.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237850-jamaa-official-calls-for-unified-solution-to-resistance-brigades.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237850-jamaa-official-calls-for-unified-solution-to-resistance-brigades.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237850-jamaa-official-calls-for-unified-solution-to-resistance-brigades.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
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 Barrage of rockets from Syria hit east 
Lebanon 

 

 

 

A series of rockets launched from Syria 

struck the valley of Nabi Sheet in east 

Lebanon Thursday, Lebanese security 

sources told The Daily Star. There were no 

reports of casualties. 

 

The sources said three rockets landed in 

the area at around 9 a.m. Those were 

soon followed by a further three 

projectiles, the sources said, adding that a 

seventh rocket landed in the area at 9. 50 

a.m. 

 

There were no reports of casualties. 

 

The east of the country has been 

frequently targeted by rocket fire from 

Syria, where regime forces backed by 

fighters from Hezbollah have sought to 

crush an armed rebellion. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-14/237870-seven-

rockets-from-syria-hit-east-

lebanon.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w 

 

 Prosecutor upholds charges against 
Eid 

 

 

 

Military Prosecutor Saqr Saqr turned 

down Wednesday a request to drop 

charges and revoke a search warrant 

against Ali Eid, the head of the pro-Assad 

Arab Democratic Party who is accused of 

aiding a suspect in the case of deadly car 

bombings in Tripoli. 

 

The judge, according to a judicial source, 

also rejected a request by Eid’s lawyer to 

rescind an arrest warrant against Ahmad 

Ali, a day after Military Investigative Judge 

Riyad Abu Ghayda referred the attorney’s 

requests to Saqr. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237870-seven-rockets-from-syria-hit-east-lebanon.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237870-seven-rockets-from-syria-hit-east-lebanon.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237870-seven-rockets-from-syria-hit-east-lebanon.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237870-seven-rockets-from-syria-hit-east-lebanon.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
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Although the ultimate decision is up to 

Abu Ghayda, Eid’s lawyer, Hiam Eid, is 

expected to appeal Saqr’s decision. 

 

Eid failed to appear in court Tuesday for 

questioning over his alleged role in 

helping Ahmad Merhi – a suspect in the 

deadly August car bombings in Tripoli – 

flee to Syria. 

 

Hiam, who is also Ali Eid’s sister, attended 

the session and presented a request to 

revoke a search warrant against the ADP 

chief as well as an arrest warrant against 

his driver, Ali. 

 

She also hinted that Eid was in poor health 

and requested on his behalf to have the 

charges dropped. 

 

Ali was charged with smuggling Merhi 

across the border into Syria, allegedly on 

Eid’s orders. 

 

On Aug. 23, two car bombings outside 

mosques in Tripoli killed at least 47 people 

and wounded hundreds more. 

 

Last week, security forces raided Eid’s 

home in the northern village of Hikr al-

Daheri near the Syrian border, but he was 

not found at the location. 

 

The raid came after Saqr issued a search 

warrant for Eid. 

 

Eid enjoys strong support from the 

Alawite community in Tripoli’s Jabal 

Mohsen, which has frequently clashed 

with Sunni-majority Bab al-Tabbaneh. 

 

Meanwhile the body of pro-Hezbollah 

Sheikh Saadeddine Ghiyyeh’s body was 

transferred from his home in Qibbeh to 

his hometown Takrit in Akkar, where he 

was buried. Ghiyyeh was assassinated 

Tuesday. 

 

As of Wednesday evening, Tripoli was still 

enduring small-scale security incidents 

along the traditional front line of Bab al-

Tabbaneh and Jabal Mohsen and 

elsewhere in the city. 

 

The Internal Security Forces pursued two 

men along the Bahsas highway in the city. 

The two men, Mustafa Tarsha and Khalil 

Shaaban, exchanged gunfire with police. 

Shaaban was injured and taken to a local 

hospital, while Tarsha fled the scene. 

 

In Qibbeh, families awoke to gunfire as a 

student at the local vocational school shot 

another student over a personal dispute, 
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causing mild injuries. Mohammad al-

Ahmad, the student who fired the gun, 

was arrested. 

 

In the Abi Samra area, a man fired a gun at 

his wife over what witnesses said was a 

family dispute in a grocery store, 

wounding her in the legs. At the jewelers’ 

market, unknown men set fire to a car 

belonging to Ghassan Hassoun, a local 

gold merchant. 

 

Unknown gunmen riding motorbikes also 

fired on a group of Syrian workers, injuring 

two identified as Jassem Ghadir and 

Hamdan Daas. Both were transferred to a 

local hospital for treatment. 

 

Several hours later, the ISF announced it 

had banned motorcycles and scooters 

from the city for security reasons, saying 

they were linked to thefts and gun crimes 

in the city. It was unclear how long the 

ban would last. 

 

Caretaker Interior Minister Marwan 

Charbel called for the immediate 

implementation of a security plan for 

Tripoli to end the chaos there. 

 

In an interview with VDL, he rejected the 

“policy of resorting to assassinations to 

resolve political disputes” and said 

security forces were working to find and 

apprehend those responsible for 

Ghiyyeh’s killing, but said it was unlikely 

this would lead to a wave of 

assassinations in the country. 

 

Regarding the case of Eid, Charbel said the 

judiciary should be allowed to carry out its 

duties. 

 

A watchdog group representing business 

owners in Bab al-Tabbaneh called on the 

state to provide them with financial aid, 

saying the recent fighting had forced them 

to shutter their businesses and incur 

losses. 

 

Religious figures also weighed in on the 

security situation. 

 

Grand Mufti Mohammad Rashid Qabbani 

said the ongoing deterioration in security 

would cause grave dangers to Lebanon, 

saying the army, internal security forces 

and other security agencies, as well as all 

political factions, had a “fateful and 

historic role” in restoring security. 

 

The prominent Shiite scholar Sayyed Ali 

Fadlallah said the Lebanese state should 

act to protect Tripoli. 
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“What happened and is happening in 

Tripoli is a grave danger that goes beyond 

the north to the entirety of Lebanon, 

threatening Lebanese stability,” he said. 

 

The killing of Ghiyyeh shows that 

problems have gone beyond political 

disagreements to assassinations and could 

cause widespread strife, he said, urging 

the Lebanese people to avoid religious 

incitement. 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Leban

on-News/2013/Nov-14/237851-

prosecutor-upholds-charges-against-

eid.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w 

 

 Political parties need clear legal 
framework to grow — activists 

 

 

 

Jordan needs an efficient legal framework 

to create a favourable environment for 

political parties to grow so that the 

Kingdom reaches a higher level of 

democracy, experts said at a conference 

on participatory democracy on 

Wednesday. 

 

Jointly organised by Al Rai Centre for 

Research and the Institut Français, the 

two-day conference brings together 

representatives of civil society and 

municipal councils to discuss ways for to 

promote broader participation in the 

political process. 

 

Jordanian and French participants 

explained the role political parties play in 

their respective countries and the extent 

to which participatory democracy is being 

implemented, something that brought 

them to discuss the limitations they are 

facing as well. 

 

“The political party system has not yet 

materialised in Jordan; they have not 

developed a clear vision with a tangible 

roadmap of the goals they seek to 

achieve,” Amman Mayor Aqel Biltaji told 

The Jordan Times on the sidelines of the 

conference. 

 

Confirming the “weakness” of political 

parties in Jordan, Ayoub Namour, from 

the Hayat Centre for Civil Society 

Development noted that they are not to 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237851-prosecutor-upholds-charges-against-eid.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237851-prosecutor-upholds-charges-against-eid.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237851-prosecutor-upholds-charges-against-eid.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2013/Nov-14/237851-prosecutor-upholds-charges-against-eid.ashx#axzz2kbhTyV8w
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blame, but it is the very absence of a clear 

legal framework that prevents political 

parties from being established. 

 

“There has been significant improvement 

in Jordan when in comes to politics, but 

political parties remain too weak, and they 

are not given the means to develop and 

impact society,” Namour said. 

 

Besides the absence of an enabling 

environment, the activist also noted that 

the tribal system in place is a hindrance to 

the development of political parties and 

political awareness among Jordanians. 

 

With the majority of Lower House seats 

filled by members of major tribes, who 

won the elections with the support of 

their fellow tribesmen, Namour said 

voters are yet to start choosing candidates 

based solely on their qualifications and 

political affiliation. 

 

“People want to see change, but they 

don’t feel like they will have an impact if 

they vote for the party they believe in 

because there is no political willingness to 

change the [status-quo] in place,” he said. 

 

In spite of the obstacles facing Jordan’s 

democratic development, the participants 

urged civil society to play a more 

important role in everyday politics, 

something that can only be done by 

restoring trust between politicians and 

citizens, according to Biltaji. 

 

“There is a lack of appreciation of the role 

of municipalities, and society should be 

more aware of their work so they could 

regain trust and be more involved in the 

political process,” he said. 

 

But for Sami Hourani, the founder of 

Leaders of Tomorrow, the responsibility is 

not that of citizens; politicians are the 

ones who should find creative ways to 

reach out to society and involve the 

public, especially when it comes to young 

people, who represent almost 70 per cent 

of the population. 

 

“[Young people have] low participation 

rates in politics because they don’t trust 

the [politicians],” he said, noting that 

politicians “need to make politics more 

accessible by reaching out to the new 

generation using simplified terminology 

and an approach that everyone can 

understand”. 
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On Thursday, the forum will further 

explore ways of involving all segments of 

society in the political life of Jordan. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/political-parties-

need-clear-legal-framework-to-grow----

activists 

 

 Jordan remembers King Hussein 

 

 

 

Jordan on Wednesday marks the 78th 

anniversary of the birth of His Majesty the 

late King Hussein, who reigned for nearly 

five decades. 

 

His Majesty King Abdullah on Tuesday 

received cables from senior officials 

marking the occasion. 

 

In the cables, the officials paid tribute to 

King Hussein, noting that he dedicated his 

life to his people. 

 

A direct descendant of Prophet 

Mohammad, King Hussein was born on 

November 14, 1935 as the eldest son of 

King Talal and Queen Zein Al Sharaf. 

 

He studied at the Islamic Scientific College 

and then enrolled at Victoria College in 

Alexandria. In 1951, he entered Harrow 

College in England before receiving his 

military education at the Royal Military 

Academy Sandhurst in England, from 

which he graduated in 1953. 

 

Hussein was proclaimed King of Jordan on 

August 11, 1952 and a Regency Council 

was appointed until his formal accession 

to the Throne on May 2, 1953, when he 

assumed his constitutional powers after 

reaching the age of 18, according to the 

Islamic calendar. 

 

Throughout his 47-year reign, King 

Hussein worked hard to enhance his 

country and raise citizens’ living 

standards. He also focused on building an 

economic and industrial infrastructure 

that advanced the quality of life of the 

Jordanian people. 

 

During his era, primary education became 

mandatory and schools were established 

http://jordantimes.com/political-parties-need-clear-legal-framework-to-grow----activists
http://jordantimes.com/political-parties-need-clear-legal-framework-to-grow----activists
http://jordantimes.com/political-parties-need-clear-legal-framework-to-grow----activists
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across the Kingdom’s cities, villages and 

rural areas, allowing Jordan to become 

among one of the leading countries in the 

Arab world in terms of literacy. 

 

King Hussein also focused on improving 

higher education, and dozens of public 

and private universities and colleges were 

built under his rule. 

 

He also sought throughout his reign to 

promote peace in the Middle East. 

 

After the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, he was 

instrumental in drafting UN Security 

Council Resolution 242, which calls on 

Israel to withdraw from all Arab lands 

occupied in the 1967 war in exchange for 

peace. The resolution has served as the 

benchmark for all subsequent peace 

negotiations. 

 

In 1991, King Hussein played a pivotal role 

in convening the Madrid peace 

conference, providing an “umbrella” for 

Palestinians to negotiate their future as 

part of a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 

delegation. 

 

The 1994 peace treaty between Jordan 

and Israel was a major step towards 

achieving a just, comprehensive and 

lasting peace in the Middle East. 

 

The late King’s commitment to 

democracy, civil liberties and human rights 

has also helped pave the way for Jordan to 

become a model state in the region. 

 

At the time of his death on February 7, 

1999, King Hussein was the longest 

serving executive head of state in the 

world. 

 

He had five sons and six daughters. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/Jordan+remembe

rs+King+Hussein-66572 

 

 £11 million in British aid to support 
vulnerable Syrian refugees in Jordan 

 

 

 

A total of £11 million (around JD12.5 

million) in British support has been 

earmarked to help tens of thousands of 

http://jordantimes.com/Jordan+remembers+King+Hussein-66572
http://jordantimes.com/Jordan+remembers+King+Hussein-66572
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vulnerable Syrians in Jordan, a senior UK 

official said on Wednesday. 

 

During a visit to Jordan, British 

International Development Minister Alan 

Duncan said the assistance targets the 

elderly, refugees with disabilities and the 

chronically ill, according to a British 

embassy statement. 

 

The support will also cover the most 

recent refugee arrivals from Syria and 

vulnerable households in Jordanian 

communities. 

 

Working with partner organisations 

including Care, Handicap International, 

UNICEF and the Norwegian Refugee 

Council, the UK support will ensure that 

7,500 people classified as “vulnerable” are 

able to access food, healthcare, water and 

sanitation, the statement said. 

 

The aid will also be used to provide 

physical rehabilitation, prosthetics and 

mobility aids, and support for carers, in 

addition to help identify unused buildings 

that can be repaired for use by refugees. 

 

Cash assistance will be provided to over 

20,000 people, including in overburdened 

host communities in Jordan, “so they can 

buy essentials such as food, warm clothes 

and heating”, according to the embassy. 

 

In addition, the assistance will be used to 

provide improved water and sanitation 

services for the 120,000 refugees in the 

Zaatari Refugee Camp, “including a water 

treatment plant and extending piped 

water coverage”. 

 

“As the number of people fleeing the crisis 

in Syria rises every day, the international 

community needs to do everything we can 

to ensure they have the basics they need 

to survive — water, food and medicine,” 

the statement quoted Duncan as saying. 

 

“It is also a sad inevitability that, in a crisis 

of this scale, amongst the many millions of 

people in desperate need of lifesaving aid, 

it is the most vulnerable — the elderly, 

disabled and chronically ill — that miss out 

just because they cannot shout the 

loudest,” he added. 

 

“This British support will help ensure that 

Jordan is better able to take the strain of 

this burgeoning population, while also 

ensuring the most vulnerable do not slip 

through the gaps.” 
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The UK’s response to the Syria crisis is the 

largest it has ever made to a humanitarian 

crisis, according to the embassy. It has 

committed £500 million (around $800 

million) in humanitarian assistance. 

 

The UK has so far delivered over £100 

million (around JD113 million) to partners 

working in Jordan. 

 

Around 600,000 Syrians have taken refuge 

in the Kingdom since the crisis erupted in 

their country in 2011. The majority — 

approximately 77 per cent — are staying 

in urban centres, where they share space, 

resources and services with their 

Jordanian hosts. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/11-million-in-

british-aid-to-support-vulnerable-syrian-

refugees-in-jordan 

 

 

 

6. ARABIAN PENINSULA AND THE 
GULF OF BASRA 
 

 MERS spreads to Kuwait putting 
citizen in critical condition 

 

 

 

Kuwait has discovered its first case of the 

MERS coronavirus for a citizen who is in 

"critical condition," the health ministry 

said on Wednesday. 

 

"The first case of coronavirus has been 

discovered in the country for a citizen who 

was moved to the Infectious Diseases 

Hospital in critical condition," the ministry 

said, quoted by the official KUNA news 

agency. 

 

The patient was a 47-year-old man who 

suffered from diabetes and high blood 

pressure, said the statement. It did not say 

how he might have been infected. 

 

His infection makes Kuwait the fifth state 

in the Gulf to report cases of MERS, which 

has already killed 64 people worldwide, 

the majority of them in Saudi Arabia. 

 

Two fatalities have been reported in Qatar 

and one in Oman. 

 

http://jordantimes.com/11-million-in-british-aid-to-support-vulnerable-syrian-refugees-in-jordan
http://jordantimes.com/11-million-in-british-aid-to-support-vulnerable-syrian-refugees-in-jordan
http://jordantimes.com/11-million-in-british-aid-to-support-vulnerable-syrian-refugees-in-jordan
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The World Health Organisation said on its 

website on Monday that it has been 

informed of 153 laboratory-confirmed 

MERS cases worldwide so far, including 

the 64 deaths. 

 

Experts are struggling to understand the 

disease, for which there is no vaccine. 

 

It is considered a deadlier but less-

transmissible cousin of the SARS virus that 

erupted in Asia in 2003 and infected 8,273 

people, nine percent of whom died. 

 

Like SARS, MERS appears to cause a lung 

infection, with patients suffering from a 

temperature, coughing and breathing 

difficulties. 

 

But it differs in that it also causes rapid 

kidney failure, and the extremely high 

death rate has caused serious concern. 

 

In August, researchers pointed to Arabian 

camels as possible hosts of the virus. 

 

And the Saudi government said on 

Monday that a camel in the kingdom has 

tested positive for MERS, the first case of 

an animal infected with the coronavirus. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62572 

 

 Violence pushes some 23,000 
Ethiopians to surrender to Saudi 
authorities 

 

 

 

Some 23,000 Ethiopians have handed 

themselves in since Saudi authorities 

clamped down on illegal foreign workers 

10 days ago, Addis Ababa's country's 

ambassador in Riyadh said in remarks 

published Wednesday. 

 

The crackdown was marred by clashes 

between police and Ethiopian migrants on 

Saturday that led to the deaths of three 

people in the poor Manfuhah 

neighbourhood of Riyadh. 

 

Ambassador Muhammed Hassan Kabiera 

told the English-language Arab News daily 

that the clashes "occurred because the 

illegal workers were frustrated they did 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62572
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62572
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not have a way to surrender to the 

police". 

 

The workers took to the streets to voice 

their concerns, prompting "clashes with 

some youths in the neighbourhood," he 

said. 

 

"We have been informed that so far about 

23,000 Ethiopians have handed 

themselves in," Kabiera said. 

 

On Tuesday, Ethiopia said three of its 

citizens had died during clashes in the Gulf 

kingdom, without elaborating. 

 

On Wednesday, Saudi media quoted 

Riyadh governor Prince Khaled bin Bandar 

bin Abdulaziz as saying that "casualties 

and deaths have not surpassed three 

Saudis and two foreigners," again without 

giving details. 

 

Thousands of workers have handed 

themselves in to authorities who are 

holding them in police-run centres 

pending the procedures for their 

deportation being finalised. 

 

In Addis Ababa, Foreign Ministry 

spokesman Dina Mufti said on Tuesday 

that "the act of killing innocent civilians is 

uncalled for, we condemn that". 

 

Al-Riyadh daily quoted Prince Khaled as 

defending the campaign, saying it "does 

not target a specific group but all illegal" 

workers and residents. 

 

"We will continue these campaigns until 

we ensure all residents in our country are 

staying legally," he said. 

 

On November 4, the oil-rich kingdom 

began rounding up thousands of illegals 

following the expiry of a final amnesty for 

them to formalise their status. 

 

Among them were foreigners who 

overstayed their visas, pilgrims who had 

sought jobs, and migrants working under 

one sponsor trying to get jobs elsewhere. 

 

Having an official sponsor is a legal 

requirement in Saudi Arabia and most 

other Gulf states. 

 

Nearly a million migrants -- Bangladeshis, 

Filipinos, Indians, Nepalis, Pakistanis and 

Yemenis among them -- took advantage of 

the amnesty to leave. 
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Another roughly four million were able to 

find employers to sponsor them. 

 

Expatriates account for a full nine million 

of the oil-rich kingdom's population of 27 

million. 

 

The lure of work, even in low-paid jobs as 

domestics or construction workers, has 

made the country a magnet for migrants 

from Asia as well as from poorer Arab 

states. 

 

Despite its huge oil wealth, Saudi Arabia 

has a jobless rate of more than 12.5 

percent among its native population, a 

figure the government has long sought to 

cut. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62574 

 

 Kuwait to send $10 million in aid to 
typhoon-ravaged Phillippines 

 

 

 

Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah on Wednesday ordered that $10 

million in urgent relief aid be sent to 

typhoon-ravaged Philippines, where 

thousands of people are feared dead. 

 

"In sympathy with the victims of the 

destructive typhoon that ravaged the 

Philippines ... the emir ordered $10 million 

in urgent relief aid to help face this 

humanitarian catastrophe," the official 

KUNA news agency cited State Minister 

for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad 

Abdullah Al-Sabah as saying. 

 

The UN has launched an appeal for more 

than $300 million in aid. 

 

UN humanitarian chief Valerie Amos told 

reporters in Manila the money was 

needed for "food, health, sanitation, 

shelter, debris removal and also 

protection of the most vulnerable". 

 

The United Nations estimates 10,000 

people may have died in the city of 

Tacloban alone, where five-metre (16-

foot) waves flattened nearly everything in 

their path as they swept hundreds of 

metres across the low-lying land. 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62574
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62574
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However, Philippine President Benigno 

Aquino said late Tuesday he believed that 

number was "too much", adding that 

2,500 "is the figure we're working on", 

despite the rapidly climbing toll and the 

bodies still littering the streets of 

Tacloban. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62576 

 

 Bahrain Interior Minister warns 
against politicisation of religious 
platforms 

 

 

 

Bahrain’s Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid 

bin Abdulla Al-Khalifa warned against the 

danger of politicising religious platforms, 

stressing the need to insulate such venues 

from any sectarian rhetoric. 

 

The Interior Minister urged a separation 

between politics and religion and 

condemned the use and exploitation of 

places of worship to attack certain 

political opinions and views. 

 

"Politics is not banned, but it should be 

confined to political societies who express 

their views through the media. Places of 

worship should be left to focus on Islamic 

values and national principles that support 

different opinions and points of view," he 

said 

 

Sheikh Rashid was speaking as he met 

religious scholars and leading Bahraini 

personalities and dignitaries. Members of 

the Supreme Islamic Council, Governors 

and Police general directors also attended 

the meeting, which came as part of efforts 

to reach out to citizens and bolster 

community partnership. 

 

"The most dangerous issue in Islam is 

when places of worship adopt a sectarian 

or political approach. Places of worship 

were created to unite Muslims and to 

promote stability and social foundations 

based on noble principles and should 

therefore only be used for that purpose," 

he said. 

 

The Interior Minister warned that no one 

was above the law, noting that “preachers 

have the responsibility to protect their 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62576
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62576
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places of worship rather than to exploit 

them to spread incitement and division.” 

 

“The law penalizes the spreading of hatred 

and incitement, regardless of where the 

speech takes place or of the person who 

delivers that speech," he said. 

 

Addressing the session, Sheikh Rashid 

hailed Bahrain’s success in foiling 

subversive plots seeking to undermine its 

national security and stability. 

 

A petrol bomb hurled at a Bahrain police 

patrol on Wednesday left one policeman 

wounded, the interior ministry said. 

 

A "terrorist group" targeted the patrol in 

the suburb of Juffair, the ministry said. 

 

"The terrorist group also burned a 

motorcycle that belonged to a restaurant, 

and vandalised a car parked in the area," 

the ministry said in a statement. 

 

Attacks on police have become frequent in 

the Gulf country, while protesters 

frequently clash with security forces in 

Shiite villages. 

 

On Sunday, a Bahraini court jailed for life 

two Shiites convicted of blowing up a car 

outside a Sunni mosque in a July attack 

that left no casualties. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62584 

 

 UAE hopes for Iran good sense 
following Rouhani’s election 

 

 

 

The United Arab Emirates said on 

Wednesday it hoped Iran would address 

issues straining ties with Gulf Arab 

countries as well as its nuclear row with 

the West following the election of 

President Hassan Rouhani. 

 

The UAE and Iran both lay claim to the 

islands of Abu Musa and Greater and 

Lesser Tunb at the mouth of the Strait of 

Hormuz, through which about 40 percent 

of the world's seaborne oil exports flow. 

 

"We have a hanging issue with Iran - Iran 

still occupies after 42 years three of our 

islands," UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62584
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62584
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Abdullah bin Zayed told a news 

conference in Abu Dhabi. 

 

The islands have been held by Iran since 

1971, shortly before the seven Gulf 

emirates gained full independence from 

Britain and formed the UAE. 

 

"We hope of Iran that as much as it is 

taking the nuclear issue seriously, it be 

serious on reassuring the surrounding 

region," Sheikh Abdullah told a joint news 

conference with visiting German Foreign 

Minister Guido Westerwelle. 

 

"I hope with the Rouhani government 

there is a fresh start. But this needs time, 

effort and hard work between us and 

Iran." 

 

Tension between Shiite Iran and Sunni 

Muslims Gulf Arab rulers has been 

heightened by political turmoil across the 

Middle East. 

 

Bahrain has repeatedly accused Tehran of 

meddling in its internal politics. Saudi 

Arabia has complained about alleged 

border breaches by Iran. 

 

Gulf Arabs also have concerns over the 

safety of an Iranian nuclear power plant 

on the Gulf coast and object to Tehran's 

support for President Bashar al-Assad in 

Syria's civil war. 

 

Rouhani took office in August after scoring 

a big win in June's presidential election 

over more conservative rivals. He has 

promised to try to resolve the decade-old 

nuclear dispute and secure the easing of 

sanctions that have damaged Iran's oil-

dependent economy. 

 

The West accuses Iran of seeking nuclear 

weapons. Iran says its programme is for 

power generation and medical purposes 

only. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62583 

 

 Qatar accused of abusing footballer's 
rights 

 

 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62583
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62583
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FIFA president Sepp Blatter has been 

asked to intervene in the case of French 

footballer Zahir Belounis, who says he has 

been stranded in Qatar for two years in a 

contractual dispute with a local club. 

 

The international players union FIFPro has 

written to Blatter saying that it remains 

"deeply concerned about Belounis' 

precarious situation". 

 

It said Belounis, 33, is stranded in Qatar, 

with his wife and two daughters, and 

being denied an exit visa until he agrees to 

drop a legal case against his former club, 

Al-Jaish, over his claim of almost two years 

unpaid wages. 

 

FIFPro says secretary-general Theo van 

Seggelen wrote to Blatter asking for his 

"urgent intervention" with Qatari officials 

on behalf of Belounis. 

 

The case could embarass Qatar, which has 

been accused of violating the rights of 

thousands of expatriate workers who are 

building the infrastructure for the 2022 

football World Cup. 

 

Belounis' case has also highlighted the 

"kafala" employment system in Qatar, 

which stops workers from leaving without 

written permission from employers. 

 

The union says Al-Jaish stopped paying 

Belounis after it exceeded its quota of 

foreign players. 

 

It said Belounis joined the club in 2007. He 

later extended his contract until June 2015 

but from November 2011 the club 

stopped paying his salary. 

 

The club, it said, then put him under 

pressure to terminate his contract and 

sign a document confirming he was owed 

nothing by Al-Jaish. 

 

Belounis refused, concerned his signature 

would invalidate any claim. 

 

At the very least, Van Seggelen added, he 

should be freed, able to play for a new 

club and be guaranteed that he can claim 

his unpaid salary in a case before FIFA's 

dispute resolution system. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/qatar-accused-abusing-

footballer-rights-

20131113163616157721.html 

 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/qatar-accused-abusing-footballer-rights-20131113163616157721.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/qatar-accused-abusing-footballer-rights-20131113163616157721.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/qatar-accused-abusing-footballer-rights-20131113163616157721.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/qatar-accused-abusing-footballer-rights-20131113163616157721.html
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 Bahrain to hold Social Media Awards 

 

Bahrain will hold its second Social Media 

Awards next month as a tribute to the 

increasing significance of social media in 

the country. 

 

“Bahrain has over 260,000 Twitter users, 

514,000 users on Facebook, 120,000 

Instagram users and 160,000 on LinkedIn,” 

Shaikh Fawaz Bin Mohammad Al Khalifa, 

the state minister for communications, 

said. 

 

“These figures reflect an increase in users 

between 14 per cent and 50 per cent over 

the last year. Government entities and the 

private sector cannot overlook the 

significance of social media in the 

communications sector and we aim for 

the Awards to encourage and promote 

responsible social media use,” he said. 

 

The awards ceremony will be held on the 

sidelines of the Social Media Masters 

Forum 2013, where a panel of experts, 

including speakers from the Social Media 

Club (USA), Crowdbabble (Canada), 

Mindshare and TEDx speaker Patrick 

Schwerdtfeger, will be actively 

participating in discussions and 

presentations over two days on December 

10 and 11. 

 

The minister said that entries for 

government, corporate entities and 

individual accounts would be accepted 

starting on Sunday. Ali Sabkar, President 

of the Social Media Club, said that a panel 

of experts would act as judges in the 

competition as part of the forum. “It will 

include members of Bahrain’s Social 

Media Club, as well as regional and 

international experts in the field. The 

categories for the awards will focus on 

social media channels such as Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram,” he said. Nominees 

for this year’s awards will be selected 

from corporate, government and 

individual accounts. 

 

The criteria related to a responsible, 

ethical, innovative, non-derogatory and 

credible content will be applied to assess 

the entries for the Social Media Awards. 

 

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/bahrain/b

ahrain-to-hold-social-media-awards-

1.1254530 

 

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/bahrain/bahrain-to-hold-social-media-awards-1.1254530
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/bahrain/bahrain-to-hold-social-media-awards-1.1254530
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/bahrain/bahrain-to-hold-social-media-awards-1.1254530
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 UK scraps visa requirement for Gulf 
travelers 

 

 

 

Passport holders of the UAE, Qatar, 

Kuwait and Oman will no longer need a 

visa to travel to the UK starting from next 

year. 

 

The UK government has said on its 

website that the country’s first ever 

electronic visa waiver scheme will be 

launched early next year “to make it 

cheaper and easier for business travelers 

and tourists to visit the UK from Qatar, 

Oman, the United Arab Emirates and 

Kuwait.” 

 

The new electronic visa waiver (EVW) will 

be available online free of charge and can 

be obtained by travelers up to 48 hours 

before departure. They will no longer 

need to provide biometric data, attend an 

appointment at a visa application center 

or hand in passports prior to travel. 

 

The waiver applies to visit, business or 

tourist visas of up to six months of stay. 

Students planning to go the UK for work 

or study will still need to apply for visas in 

the normal way. 

 

“I am very pleased that the British 

government is enabling easier access to 

the UK for Emiratis,” said Dominic Jermey, 

British ambassador to the UAE, according 

to the Abu Dhabi-based The National. 

 

“As you know, the UK is sometimes known 

as the ‘Eighth Emirate’. The UK and UAE 

share many close ties and our nationals 

are frequent visitors to each other’s 

shores. I look forward to welcoming many 

more Emiratis to the UK.” 

 

British Ambassador to Qatar Nicholas 

Hopton, meanwhile, said: “I am delighted 

that this new scheme, will make it so 

much easier for Qataris to visit the United 

Kingdom. We look forward to welcoming 

even more visitors from Qatar to the 

country so many regard as their second 

home. This change will improve the 

service the UK offers to Qataris and 

responds to concerns raised with us by the 

Qatari Government.” 
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The UK government said the Visa 

applications from UAE, Oman and Qatar 

are growing year on year. In 2012 there 

were 30,148 applicants in the UAE, 20,490 

in Qatar, 12,596 in Oman, and 63,780 in 

Kuwait. 

 

It said a record 530,000 visitors from the 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states 

went to Britain in 2012. Gulf tourists 

injected an estimated $2 billion into the 

UK economy that year. 

 

“Visitors from the GCC spend an average 

of $3,417 per person per visit which is 

significantly above the spend from other 

country nationals, the government 

reported, quoting VisitBritain. 

 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/mid

dle-east/2013/11/14/UK-scarps-visa-

requirement-for-Gulf-travelers.html 

 

 Al Qaida pledges revenge against Al 
Houthis 

 

 

 

Al Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) 

has pledged revenge against Shi’ite Al 

Houthi rebels in northern Yemen for their 

assault on a Salafi school in Dammaj, Site 

Monitoring Service reported late on 

Tuesday, citing a statement from the 

group. 

 

Fighting between Al Houthis and Salafis in 

the traditional Dammaj school, in the 

heart of Shi’ite territory, caused more 

than 100 deaths over the past two weeks 

and threatens to cause more sectarian 

tensions in Yemen. 

 

The impoverished Arabian Peninsula state 

faces a host of political troubles, including 

the Al Houthi rebellion, an Al Qaida 

uprising, splits in the military and a 

southern separatist movement. 

 

Western countries fear further turmoil 

could create more space to operate for 

AQAP, already seen as one of the most 

dangerous Al Qaida branches after it 

plotted attacks on international airlines in 

a country that sits alongside big oil 

shipping routes. 

 

  

AQAP’s warning it would seek revenge 

was contained in the transcript of a video 

http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/UK-scarps-visa-requirement-for-Gulf-travelers.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/UK-scarps-visa-requirement-for-Gulf-travelers.html
http://english.alarabiya.net/en/News/middle-east/2013/11/14/UK-scarps-visa-requirement-for-Gulf-travelers.html
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recording by Harith Bin Ghazi Al Nadhari, a 

religious official in the militant group, and 

posted by Yemeni journalist Abdul Razza 

Al Jamal on his Facebook page, Site 

reported. 

 

“We declare our total solidarity with our 

Sunni brothers in the centre in Dammaj, 

and in other Sunni areas that the Al 

Houthi group had attacked,” said Harithi’s 

statement. “Your crimes against the Sunni 

people will not pass without punishment 

or disciplinary action,” it added. 

 

The statement also attempted to place 

the fighting in northern Yemen in the 

context of a wider Middle East sectarian 

struggle, comparing it to the war in Syria 

where Sunni rebels are fighting the 

government of President Bashar Al Assad, 

who belongs to the Alawi sect, a Shi’ite 

offshoot. “It is a siege no different than 

that imposed upon Gaza or Homs or the 

Damascus countryside,” Harithi said. 

 

Salafis in Dar Al Hadith, the Dammaj 

school, have previously distanced 

themselves from Al Qaida and criticised 

Osama Bin Laden, but the seminary has 

also educated Muslims who later became 

prominent militants. The Al Houthi rebel 

movement emerged in the early 2000s, 

claiming it would fight against what it saw 

as the marginalisation of Shi’ites of the 

Zaydi sect, which prevails in the Yemeni 

highlands. One of its grievances was the 

encroachment of Salafi doctrine in Zaydi 

areas. 

 

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/al

-qaida-pledges-revenge-against-al-

houthis-1.1254586 

 

 

 

7. AFRICA and EGYPT 
 

 Lawlessness continues in Libya: Ex-
rebels blockade oil refinery 

 

 

 

Former rebels demanding medical care 

are blockading a Libyan oil refinery that 

produces around a fifth of the country's 

fuel, a spokesman for the facility said 

Wednesday. 

http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/al-qaida-pledges-revenge-against-al-houthis-1.1254586
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/al-qaida-pledges-revenge-against-al-houthis-1.1254586
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/yemen/al-qaida-pledges-revenge-against-al-houthis-1.1254586
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"Men wounded in the revolution (that 

toppled Moamer Gathafi in 2011) have 

stopped all production at the refinery" at 

Zawiya, Ihab al-Hmidi said. 

 

He said the protest at the facility that 

produces 18 percent of the North African 

nation's domestic fuel needs began late 

on Monday. 

 

"They have blocked two entrances with 

mounds of sand and posted men outside a 

third, who are preventing anyone from 

coming in or leaving," he added. 

 

The Zawiya refinery produces some 

120,000 barrels a day of fuel and 

derivatives. In addition to its national role, 

its output also covers some 70 percent of 

western Libya's needs. 

 

Production "is currently halted", Hmidi 

said. 

 

The ex-rebels, who are demanding 

ongoing medical care for wounds they 

received in battles against Kadhafi's 

forces, had already staged similar protests 

at the refinery twice last year. 

 

Queues began forming on Wednesday at 

petrol stations in Tripoli and its suburbs 

amid fears of fuel shortages because of 

the protest. 

 

But Mohammed al-Hrairi, a spokesman for 

the National Oil Company (NOC), said 

Libya had enough reserves for 20 days and 

said the Zawiya dispute "will be resolved 

rapidly". 

 

Libyans often seek medical treatment 

abroad because of the poor state of 

services at home. 

 

A government programme to provide 

medical care outside the country to 

former rebels was halted after it was 

abused on several occasions. 

 

On Tuesday, the International Monetary 

Fund warned that Libya's economy was 

expected to contract by 5.1 percent this 

year because of oil output disruptions 

triggered by protests. 

 

Current output is estimated to have 

dropped to 250,000 barrels per day, from 

1.5 million bpd before the protests 

erupted in July, an NOC official said last 

week. 

 



 

   Sayfa 80 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62561 

 

 Al Ahli turns African championship 
into anti-government protest 

 

 

 

Clashes this weekend between security 

forces and militant supporters of crowned 

Cairo club Al Ahli SC and a political 

demonstration by the team’s goalkeeper 

have dented the Egyptian military-backed 

government’s efforts to show that the 

country had put its political crisis behind 

it. The clashes raise the specter of world 

soccer body FIFA moving for security 

reasons Egypt’s 2014 World Cup qualifier 

against Ghana, scheduled for November 

19 in Cairo, military strongman General 

Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi’s birthday, to a neutral 

venue. 

 

The incidents overshadowed Al Ahli’s 

eighth triumph as African champion, an 

achievement in a country that has been 

wracked by political volatility since the 

2011 popular revolt that toppled 

President Hosni Mubarak and a coup in 

July that overthrew Egypt’s first 

democratically elected president, 

Mohammed Morsi. Al Ahli’s victory 

contrasts starkly with the performance of 

Egypt’s national team, which has 

effectively lost hope to reach the World 

Cup finals when Ghana defeated it earlier 

this month 6:1 in a first match in Accra. 

 

The government has since sought to avert 

clashes with militant, highly politicized, 

well-organized and street-battled 

hardened soccer fans who played a key 

role in the ousting of Mr. Mubarak and 

subsequent opposition to the military with 

a number of conciliatory measures. Al 

Ahli’s match on Sunday against the 

Orlando Pirates, South Africa’s oldest club, 

was the first game attended by spectators 

since 74 Al Ahi fans died in February of 

last year in a politically-loaded brawl in 

the Suez Canal city of Port Said. 

Authorities further released on the eve of 

the match 25 Al Ahli fans arrested a 

month ago when they attempted to storm 

an arrival terminal at Cairo airport. 

 

Fans commemorated the 74 dead in 

chants during the match and put up 

posters in remembrance of the incident 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62561
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62561
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that is widely believed to have been an 

attempt that got out of hand to teach the 

militants a lesson and counter their 

revolutionary zeal. The fans lit up the 

stadium secured by some 4,000 police 

officers with armored vehicles with bright 

red flares and fireworks as security forces 

lobbed tear gas. 

 

The clashes followed an earlier refusal by 

opponents of the military-backed 

government to support Egypt’s national 

team in its match against Ghana because 

it represented the regime rather than the 

nation. The refusal largely by supporters 

of Mr. Morsi whose Muslim Brotherhood 

has been brutally targeted by the military 

and the security forces, is reminiscent of 

perceptions in Iran that blamed the 

Islamic republic’s soccer failures on the 

intense interest in the game displayed by 

former president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 

 

Perhaps even more significant than the 

clashes with the security forces was the 

fact that Al Ahli goalkeeper Ahmed Abdul 

Zaher celebrated his decisive goal with a 

four-fingered hand signal - a gesture that 

commemorates the sit-in of Morsi 

supporters at Cairo’s Rabaa al-Adawiya 

mosque which was violently cleared by 

security forces in August, leaving 

hundreds killed. Human rights groups say 

some 1,300 people have been killed and 

that thousands more have been injured 

and incarcerated since the toppling of Mr. 

Morsi and the crackdown on the 

Brotherhood. 

 

"Yes I raised the sign of Rabaa. But I didn't 

mean political excitement to any one side 

or fan. All I meant to do was to remember 

the dead, whether in Rabaa, any other 

citizen and even policemen,” Mr. Abdul 

Zaher said. 

 

Mr. Abdul Zaher’s gesture broke with a 

tendency among players to remain 

publicly aloof from the country’s political 

travails and highlighted the deep fissures 

between supporters and opponents of the 

military. Starred Al Ahli player 

Mohammed Aboutreika who scored the 

team’s first goal against the Pirates denied 

in August that he had verbally confronted 

a security officer detailed to protect the 

team, saying: “Are you bringing the army 

which is killing the people to secure us?” 

 

At the heart of players’ reluctance to join 

popular revolts is what Palestinian-

American historian Hisham Sharabi called 

neo-patriarchy in a controversial 1992 
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book that is still banned in many Arab 

countries. 

 

Mr. Sharabi argued that Arab society was 

built around the dominance of the Father 

(patriarch), the center around which the 

national as well as the natural family are 

organized. Between ruler and ruled, 

between father and child, there exist only 

vertical relations: in both settings the 

paternal will is absolute will, mediated in 

both the society and the family by a 

forced consensus based on ritual and 

coercion. 

 

In other words, according to Mr. Sharabi's 

thesis, Arab regimes franchised repression 

so that in a cultural patrimonial society, 

the oppressed participated in their 

repression and denial of rights. The 

regime is in effect the father of all fathers 

at the top of the pyramid. General Al-Sisi 

has emerged as Egypt’s father with many 

Egyptians wanting him to run for the 

presidency. Despite public denials that he 

was considering running for office, Gen. 

Al-Sisi has done little to stem expressions 

of public support. 

 

A popular Egyptian blog tracks expressions 

of adulation for the general. Posters of Al-

Sisi hang in shop windows as businesses 

take advantage of the Sisi mania by 

rebranding their products in his image. 

Chocolate-maker Bahira Galal offers 

clients a choice between chocolates 

coated with Al-Sisi’s face and others 

embossed with messages of adulation 

such as "Thank you, Sisi, from the bottom 

of our hearts." Fans on Facebook have 

created hundreds of pages obtaining 

millions of “likes” from those who want to 

pledge their allegiance to military chief. 

 

In a blow to the military-backed 

government’s prestige and General Al-

Sisi’s to project Egypt as business as usual, 

Ghanaian sports and youth minister Elvis 

Afryie Ankrah’s efforts to persuade FIFA to 

move the November 19 qualifier against 

Egypt to another country were boosted by 

this weekend’s clashes. He said Ghanaian 

players feared for their safety. “It’s a 

matter of fairness,” Mr. Ankrah said. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62566 

 

 Tunisia hunts down terrorists 

 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62566
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62566
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Tunisia on Tuesday (November 12th) 

arrested Ansar al-Sharia deputy leader 

Wael Amami and group spokesman 

Seifeddine Rais. 

 

Rais was apprehended at his home in 

Kairouan, Tunisie Numerique reported. 

Amami was arrested in Sidi Bouzid on 

charges of killing seven policemen in the 

Sidi Ali Ben Aoun violence. 

 

Also on Tuesday, Tunisian security forces 

killed one gunman and arrested several 

others in Kebili. Two National Guardsmen 

were injured in the operation. 

 

The incidents were just the latest in a 

series of confrontations between terrorist 

groups and the authorities that continue 

to hunt them down. 

 

The most recent gunfight took place in 

Nagga, in the southern desert governorate 

of Kebili. According to Interior Ministry 

spokesman Mohamed Ali Aroui, the 

clashes resulted in the killing of a terrorist, 

while two officers of the National Guard 

were wounded. 

 

He pointed out that all other members of 

the terrorist group were captured, 

including a dangerous element. 

 

A day earlier, Tunisian security services 

seized five cars and a van intended to be 

used as a vehicle bomb by a jihadist cell in 

Kebili. Large amounts of money, 

computers, mobile phones and a grenade 

were also recovered, according to a 

defence ministry statement. 

 

Seventeen people were arrested as part of 

the investigation, the statement added. 

 

While the army and police continue 

sweeps and raids, the government is 

trying to confront terrorism with new 

strategies. 

 

"Addressing the phenomena of extremism 

and terrorism requires an approach, deep, 

multi-faceted, and comprehensive that 

includes many aspects; intellectual, 

educational, social, economic and 

religious," President Moncef Marzouki 

said Tuesday during his supervision of a 

training course at the National Institute 

for Defence. 
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However, residents of the southern 

regions of the country said that the fight 

against terrorism required addressing the 

social problems of these areas, particularly 

for young people. 

 

Journalist Faiçel Aouini said, "I have 

already visited the locality of Nagga. It is 

few kilometres away from the town of 

Kebili. It is a harsh place; there is barely 

any life in it. It is an environment that 

fuels terrorism." 

 

"Our town is deprived of the most basic 

services and necessities," said Taher 

Khnissi, a 38-year-old Kebili resident. "It 

lacks cultural and recreational facilities in 

addition to the absence of new projects." 

 

"This situation is being exploited by 

Islamist militants to attract disadvantaged 

groups and recruit them as members," 

Knissi added. 

 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/a

wi/features/2013/11/13/feature-01 

 

 Morocco, Mali sign religious affairs 
accord 

 

 

 

Morocco and Mali will work together to 

promote the moral values of Islam and the 

rejection of takfirist ideology. 

 

Under a religious affairs co-operation 

agreement signed Monday (November 

11th) in Rabat, Morocco and Mali will 

"share ideas and information with regard 

to ways of countering extremist thinking, 

and ensure that Islamic principles of 

tolerance are obeyed and become the 

norm in both countries". 

 

To implement the accord at the ground 

level, Morocco and Mali will arrange 

congresses to co-ordinate their 

standpoints on Islamic issues of mutual 

interest 

 

Morocco is determined to support the 

people of Mali by strengthening co-

operation in religious affairs, promoting a 

tolerant form of Islam and tackling the rise 

of extremism, Habous and Islamic Affairs 

Minister Ahmed Taoufiq said after signing 

the agreement with the Malian minister 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/features/2013/11/13/feature-01
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/features/2013/11/13/feature-01
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delegate in charge of religious affairs, 

Thierno Amadou Omar Hass Diallo. 

 

Scholarships at institutes of higher 

education may also be offered to Malian 

students. 

 

Morocco had already pledged to train 500 

Malian imams. On Monday, the first group 

of ninety young Malians arrived in Rabat 

to train for two years. 

 

Some are already imams in Mali, while 

others hope to become imams after 

completing their studies in Morocco. 

 

Ahmed Aissa Mohamed, one of the young 

beneficiaries, said that the new 

generation of imams would be trained to 

deal with the challenge of combating 

extremism and encouraging Muslims to 

open up to other religions. 

 

Malian imam Abdullah Soulaimane, 

agreed, noting that "everyone today 

wants to issue religious fatwas, but issuing 

them requires an in-depth knowledge of 

Islam, in order to avoid lapsing into 

extremism that harms society". 

 

To achieve the desired goals, the training 

for the Malian imams will cover more than 

religion. They will also study the history, 

geography and institutions of Mali, human 

rights, mental health, the media and other 

issues. 

 

Training clergymen is a sure way of 

tackling fanaticism, especially in a country, 

which has been damaged by terrorism, 

political analyst Hamid Chentoufi told 

Magharebia. 

 

"We need to cut the ground from under 

the feet of the fanatics and extremists by 

tackling the religious vacuum," he said. 

 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/a

wi/features/2013/11/13/feature-02 

 

 Gap between Morsi and reality gets 
wider: Egypt Brotherhood fails to 
'swallow' its failure 

 

 

 

Deposed Egyptian president Mohamed 

Morsi plans to sue the army-installed 

authorities over his ouster, warning that 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/features/2013/11/13/feature-02
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/features/2013/11/13/feature-02
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stability will only return once their "coup" 

is annulled, his lawyer said Wednesday. 

 

Mohamed al-Damati and a team of 

lawyers on Monday visited Morsi in jail, 

where he is awaiting the next hearing in a 

trial on charges of involvement in the 

deaths of protesters during his year-long 

presidency. 

 

"The president plans to take legal 

measures against the coup, and this will 

be up to the defence team in the near 

future," Damati told reporters. 

 

"There are complaints which will be 

presented to the prosecutor general (to 

say) that what happened was a crime." 

 

Damati also said complaints could be filed 

to the administrative court to annul "the 

move by (military chief) General Abdel 

Fattah al-Sisi" to topple Morsi. 

 

Morsi, Egypt's first democratically elected 

president, was removed from office by the 

army on July 3 after mass protests calling 

for his resignation. 

 

He insists that he remains the president of 

Egypt and has rejected the legitimacy of 

the court trying him. 

 

In a letter read out by his lawyers, he 

reiterated his rejection of the process and 

warned of continuing unrest. 

 

"Egypt will not regain its stability except 

by annulling this coup," Morsi said. 

 

Unrest has spiked in the country since 

Morsi's overthrow, and the bitter divisions 

between his supporters and opponents 

have deepened. 

 

Morsi's supporters have been holding 

near-daily protests around the country 

despite a massive crackdown by the 

authorities that has killed more than 1,000 

people. 

 

Another 2,000 people, including the top 

leadership of Morsi's Muslim 

Brotherhood, are behind bars. 

 

Morsi was catapulted from the long-

banned Muslim Brotherhood to the 

presidency after winning Egypt's first free 

elections in 2012. 

 

His victory was made possible by the 2011 

uprising that toppled long-time autocrat 

Hosni Mubarak. 
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But his short-lived presidency was marred 

by political turmoil, deadly clashes and a 

crippling economic crisis, prompting 

millions to take to the streets in June to 

demand his resignation. 

 

http://www.middle-east-

online.com/english/?id=62570 

 

 Algeria convicts 'El Para' aides 

 

An Algiers court on Tuesday (November 

12th) sentenced four terrorists to 20 years 

in prison for their involvement in the 

kidnapping of 15 foreign tourists in 2003, 

APS reported. 

 

Nasser Attia, Gouasse Abdelmajid, 

Bouabdelli Benallia and Seriani 

Abdelbassat, belonged to Batna, Djelfa 

and Tebessa factions of the Salafist Group 

for Preaching and Combat (GSPC), later 

renamed al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 

(AQIM). Former GSPC leader Amari Saifi 

(aka Abderrazak El Para) allegedly ordered 

the kidnappings. 

 

The court also found the defendants guilty 

of attacking ANP troops and killing 

civilians. Attia and Abdelmajid admitted to 

their participation in an attack against 

Tazoult prison in Batna, following which 

they freed 1,200 prisoners and stole 

weapons. 

 

http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/a

wi/newsbriefs/general/2013/11/13/news

brief-01 

 

 Egypt moves to lift state of 
emergency 

 

 

 

Egypt's three-month state of emergency 

and nightly curfews will be lifted on 

Thursday, the Minister of Administrative 

Development said. 

 

No further details were given in 

Wednesday's announcement made at a 

news conference. 

 

The army imposed the state of emergency 

in mid-August amid the political turmoil 

that gripped the country after the military 

overthrew President Mohamed Morsi on 

http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62570
http://www.middle-east-online.com/english/?id=62570
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/newsbriefs/general/2013/11/13/newsbrief-01
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/newsbriefs/general/2013/11/13/newsbrief-01
http://magharebia.com/en_GB/articles/awi/newsbriefs/general/2013/11/13/newsbrief-01
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July 3 in reaction to mass protests against 

his rule. 

 

"The emergency law will end tomorrow 

and the curfew will end tomorrow," 

Minister Hany Mahmoud said at a press 

conference following a cabinet meeting. 

 

Mahmoud's comments came a day after a 

court ordered the end to the state of 

emergency. 

 

The cabinet said in a statement it would 

respect the ruling but would wait for 

official notification from the court before 

implementing it. 

 

The state of the emergency allowed the 

authorities to make arrests without 

warrants and gave security officials the 

right to search people's homes. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/egypt-moves-lift-state-

emergency-201311131875302595.html 

 

 Pro-Morsi protesters sentenced to 17 
years 

 

 

 

An Egyptian court sentenced 12 

supporters of deposed Islamist president 

Mohamed Morsi to 17 years in prison for 

taking part in a violent student-led 

protest, state media reported. 

 

The official MENA news agency reported 

that the protesters were convicted of 

attacking the headquarters of the Islamic 

Al-Azhar institution during the protest. 

 

Morsi's Muslim Brotherhood movement 

said on its website all those sentenced 

were students at Al-Azhar's university. 

 

The men were arrested after protesters in 

October tried to storm Al-Azhar's head 

office, which supported the military's 

overthrow of Morsi. 

 

The men will be allowed to post 64,000 

Egyptian pounds ($9,300) bail while they 

appeal the sentences. 

 

More than 1,000 people, most of them 

Morsi's supporters, have been killed in 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egypt-moves-lift-state-emergency-201311131875302595.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egypt-moves-lift-state-emergency-201311131875302595.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/egypt-moves-lift-state-emergency-201311131875302595.html
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clashes with police since he was removed 

in July. 

 

Thousands have been arrested, with many 

going to trial. 

 

Fourteen suspected supporters of Morsi 

who were on trial for allegedly taking part 

in separate violent protests were 

acquitted on Sunday. 

 

Morsi himself is on trial for alleged 

involvement in the killings of opposition 

protesters outside his palace. 

 

He is to stand trial with 14 other 

defendants, including former presidential 

aides and senior Muslim Brotherhood 

members. 

 

Much of the group's leadership, including 

its supreme guide Mohamed Badie, are in 

prison and police continue to round up 

dozens of the Islamists each week. 

 

The crackdown has severely restricted the 

movement's ability to mobilise, but its 

supporters still hold daily protests to 

demand Morsi be reinstated. 

 

Morsi's lawyer said on Wednesday that 

the ousted president has warned that 

stability would not return to Egypt until 

the "coup" that toppled him is reversed. 

 

"Egypt will not regain its stability except 

by annulling this coup," Morsi's lawyer 

Mohamed al-Damati said the former 

president had told him. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/pro-morsi-protesters-

sentenced-17-years-

2013111321443348797.html 

 

 Egypt's Morsi calls his removal 
treason 

 

 

 

Egypt's deposed president, Mohamed 

Morsi, has said he was kidnapped by the 

military and those who removed him from 

power of committing "treason against the 

whole nation". 

 

A group of volunteer lawyers, not Morsi's 

defence lawyers, read the message from 

Morsi at a news conference on 

Wednesday, a day after they met him in 

prison. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/pro-morsi-protesters-sentenced-17-years-2013111321443348797.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/pro-morsi-protesters-sentenced-17-years-2013111321443348797.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/pro-morsi-protesters-sentenced-17-years-2013111321443348797.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/pro-morsi-protesters-sentenced-17-years-2013111321443348797.html


 

   Sayfa 90 

Morsi said he intended to sue the army-

installed authorities, and that there can be 

no stability in Egypt unless "the military 

coup is eliminated and those responsible 

for shedding Egyptians' blood are held 

accountable". 

 

In the letter, Morsi said he was 

"kidnapped" and held by the Republican 

Guard on July 2 - a day before he was 

formally removed by the military. He said 

he was held at a naval base for four 

months. 

 

Morsi was moved to a high security prison 

in Alexandria on November 4 after the 

first session of his trial on charges of 

incitement to murder protesters in 

December 2012. 

 

Legal battle 

 

Mohamed al-Damati, one of the lawyers 

Morsi met, said: "The president plans to 

take legal measures against the coup, and 

this will be up to the defence team in the 

near future." 

 

Morsi has so far not agreed on which 

lawyers will represent him at the trial, 

which is set to resume on January 8. 

 

  

Rory Challands, Al Jazeera's correspondent 

in Cairo, said: "He is still saying essentially 

that the court is illegitimate and that it 

doesn't have the authority to do what it's 

doing. 

 

"In taking a defiant tone, not naming legal 

council, he's leaving hismelf essentially 

defenceless in the courtroom." 

 

Meanwhile, Egyptian authorities said the 

nation's three-month state of emergency 

and nightly curfews were to be lifted on 

Thursday. 

 

No further details were given in 

Wednesday's announcement made at a 

news conference by the minister of 

administrative development, Hany 

Mahmoud , 

 

The army imposed the state of emergency 

in mid-August amid the political turmoil 

that gripped the country after the military 

overthrew Morsi on July 3 in reaction to 

mass protests against his rule. 

 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middlee

ast/2013/11/morsi-my-removal-was-

treason-against-egypt-

20131113103529838473.html 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/morsi-my-removal-was-treason-against-egypt-20131113103529838473.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/morsi-my-removal-was-treason-against-egypt-20131113103529838473.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/morsi-my-removal-was-treason-against-egypt-20131113103529838473.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/11/morsi-my-removal-was-treason-against-egypt-20131113103529838473.html
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8. AFGHANISTAN - PAKISTAN 
 

 UN: Afghan Opium Cultivation at 
Record High 

 

 

 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and 

Crime reported that opium poppy 

cultivation in Afghanistan has risen to a 

record high, possibly spurred on by 

farmers seeking to insure their incomes 

against uncertain conditions after the 

NATO troop pullout concludes in 2014. 

 

In the report, released on Wednesday, the 

U.N. agency said the area of Afghanistan 

being cultivated for poppy production has 

risen to 209,000 hectares, higher than the 

previous peak of 193,000, reached in 

2007. 

 

It said this year's poppy harvest resulted in 

5,500 metric tons of opium, a yield nearly 

50 percent higher than last year. It also 

said farmers may be guarding against an 

uncertain future by increasing production 

of opium now. 

 

Yury Fedotov, the executive director of 

the agency, called the rise in production "a 

warning" and "an urgent call to action" as 

Afghanistan begins to assume more 

control of its security. He said if the 

problem is not taken more seriously by 

international agencies, what he called "the 

virus of opium" could further reduce 

Afghanistan's stability. 

 

Observers are also concerned that profits 

will go to warlords jockeying for power 

ahead of a presidential election next year. 

The expansion will come as an 

embarrassment to Afghanistan's aid 

donors after more than 10 years of efforts 

to wean farmers off the crop, fight 

corruption and cut links between drugs 

and the Taliban insurgency. 

 

“The short-term prognosis is not positive,” 

said Jean-Luc Lemahieu, head of the U.N. 

Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in 

Afghanistan. 
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“The illicit economy is establishing itself, 

and seems to be taking over in importance 

from the licit economy.” 

 

Afghanistan is the world's top cultivator of 

the poppy, from which opium and heroin 

are produced. Last year, it accounted for 

75 percent of global supply and Lemahieu 

had previously said this year it might 

supply 90 percent. 

 

The increase in the crop was caused by 

various factors including greater insecurity 

as foreign troops pull back in preparation 

for withdrawing next year, a high opium 

price last year and a growing lack of 

Afghan political will to tackle the problem. 

 

That will is particularly weak as an April 

presidential election approaches, 

Lemahieu said. President Hamid Karzai 

cannot stand again, leaving the field open 

to a range of rivals, some linked to power-

brokers who have profited from poppy in 

the past. 

 

Some of the profits derived from the crop 

will be funnelled off by the Taliban to fuel 

their insurgency. Western officials 

privately accuse senior members of the 

Afghan state of also profiting. 

 

The new figures are part of an annual 

assessment of opium production by the 

UNODC and the Ministry for Counter-

Narcotics. 

 

The report revealed that two northern 

provinces, Balkh and Faryab, were again 

growing poppy after being deemed 

poppy-free last year. Eradication fell by 

almost a quarter. 

 

Stark Reminder 

 

A gradual decrease in foreign funding as 

allies grow weary of helping war-racked 

Afghanistan has led to some members of 

the Afghan elites turning to poppy profits. 

 

“When it comes to the illicit economy 

there is very little difference between the 

insurgents and the people on the other 

side,” Lemahieu said. 

 

Afghanistan has a serious drug addiction 

problem but most of its output is 

smuggled abroad, particularly to Europe. 

 

The British Foreign Office said the report 

was a “stark reminder” of the challenges 

facing Afghanistan in tackling the drugs 

trade. 
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“Lessons learned from other drug 

producing countries show that this will be 

a generational struggle against a complex 

global problem which needs a 

comprehensive approach,” a spokesman 

for the foreign office said. 

 

Afghanistan's allies have tried to build 

infrastructure, develop markets and 

provide farmers with alternative crops, 

but insecurity and graft have largely 

stymied rural development while poppy 

eradication has been patchy. 

 

A farmer in the southern province of 

Helmand, where almost half of 

Afghanistan's opium is grown and where 

British and U.S. forces have faced some of 

the fiercest fighting of the 12-year war, 

said he had no choice but to grow opium. 

 

“We are lost,” said the farmer, Mullah 

Baran, who supports a family of twenty. “I 

do not know what is legal and what is 

illegal in Afghanistan. If I grow poppy, that 

is illegal, but if I pay a bribe, that is legal.” 

 

Another farmer in Helmand said he had 

grown wheat last year on the 

encouragement of the provincial 

government but did not make enough to 

feed his family of 12, so switched back to 

poppy. 

 

The farmer, Marjan, said he expected to 

harvest around 22 pounds of opium, 

which should earn him between $700 and 

$900, based on UNODC's price estimate. 

 

“This year about 80 percent of farmers I 

know have grown poppy,” Marjan said. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 Afghans ready to decide US presence 
after 2014 

 

 

Preparations are underway for a grand 

assembly in Afghanistan, in which 

decisions will be made regarding the 

presence of forces of the United States 

beyond year 2014 Press TV reports. 

 

Members of the grand assembly, Loya 

Jirga, will convene in the Afghan capital 

Kabul from November 19 to 21. 

 

“About 2,500 have been invited to this 

Jirga including lawmakers, politicians, 

tribal elders, presidential candidates, and 

religious figures,” said Abdul Khaliq 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html


 

   Sayfa 94 

Hussaini, a spokesman for the preparation 

commission of Loya Jirga. 

 

Many activists have already voiced their 

opposition to the Jirga, saying that it does 

not represent the people of Afghanistan. 

 

“The result of this Jirga has already been 

determined. They are going to invite their 

close friends… to support the agreement 

and let the American forces have a long-

term presence in our country,” said 

Bismillah Shir, head of the Afghanistan 

National Unity Party. 

 

The Afghan Taliban has also threatened 

those taking part in the Jirga, saying thise 

who approve such a deal are "traitors." 

 

The United States and its allies invaded 

Afghanistan in 2001 as part of 

Washington’s so-called war on terror. The 

offensive removed the Taliban from 

power, but insecurity continues to rise 

across the country, despite the presence 

of many US-led troops. 

 

Washington also carries out targeted 

killings through drone strikes in 

Afghanistan, which it says targets al-

Qaeda militants. However, local officials 

and witnesses maintain that civilians have 

been the main victims of the attacks over 

the past few years. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 Afghan Taliban condemn top Haqqani 
leader’s assassination 

 

 

The Taliban militants group in Afghanistan 

strongly condemned the assassination of 

senior Haqqani Network leader, 

Nasiruddin Haqqani. 

 

Taliban following a statement on Tuesday 

called the attack on Nasiruddin Haqqani a 

cowardly terrorist attack of the enemy, 

and said Nasiruddin Haqqani’s death was 

a great loss to the Islamic Emirate and the 

entire Afghanistan. 

 

“We strongly condemn this cowardly 

action of the defeated enemy and remind 

them that such terrorist activities will 

never negatively affect the strong and 

broad active Jihadi process. Martyrdom in 

the path of Jihad is considered an honor 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html
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by us and is our most lofty desire,” Taliban 

said. 

 

Talibn in its statement further added, “The 

enemy can never achieve its selfish 

objectives by martyring Mujahideen. The 

Islamic Emirate is such a national and 

Islamic structure and foundation in which 

the martyrdom of a person arouses tens 

of other loyal men to the field of sacrifice 

and to replace their martyrs. With the 

martyrdom of Doctor Naseeruddin 

Haqqani, tens of other men will seek to 

replace him and will continue their Jihadi 

struggle against the enemy.” 

 

Nasiruddin Haqqani was shot dead by 

unknown gunmen in the outskirts of 

Islamabad late Sunday night. He was a key 

financier and emissary of the network and 

was placed on terrorists list by US 

Department of State in July 2010. 

 

Haqqani’s assassination by unknowng 

gunmen followed two weeks after Tehrik-

e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) chief, Hakimullah 

Mehsud was killed by US drones in North 

Waziristan. 

 

The death of top Haqqani Network and 

TTP leaders have reportedly sparked 

serious tensions among the leaders of the 

two militant groups. 

 

A credible Afghan security source said 

Tuesday that the supporters of Hakimullah 

Mehsud believe that the Haqqani Network 

has disclosed the location of Hakimullah 

Mehsud to US forces, and the attack on 

Nasiruddin Haqqani may have been 

carried out by Pakistani Taliban militants. 

 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html 

 

 Pakistan denies reports Saudis funded 
nuclear program 

 

 

 

Pakistan’s Foreign Office on Thursday 

strongly denied reports that Saudi Arabia 

http://www.aopnews.com/today.html
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funded the country’s nuclear weapons 

program calling the news item as 

“baseless, fake and provocative.” 

 

Citing different sources, BBC Newsnight 

had reported that Saudi Arabia can obtain 

atomic bombs from Pakistan 'at will.' 

 

Speaking to BBC Urdu, Foreign Office 

Spokesman Aizaz Chaudhry said that 

Pakistan is a responsible nuclear power. 

 

The country has a robust control system 

for its nuclear weapons and also had 

taken extensive protection measures for 

ensuring their security, the spokesman 

said. 

 

He also said the country’s nuclear 

program is at par with the international 

standards and in compliance with the 

International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA). 

 

Pakistan has been disposing off the west’s 

reservations regarding safety of the 

country’s nuclear assets, stressing that 

these were in safe hands. 

 

Referring to his conversation with an 

unnamed Nato official earlier this year, 

diplomatic and defence editor of 

Newsnight Mark Urban said the official 

had seen such covert reports which point 

to a deal between Saudis and Pakistan. 

 

According to those reports, he said, 

Pakistan’s nuclear weapons are ready to 

be delivered to Saudi Arabia. 

 

A press conference by former Israeli 

military intelligence chief Amos Yadlin was 

also highlighted in the report. Yadlin had 

told the media that Saudis will not even 

wait for a month in acquiring the atomic 

bomb in case Iran succeeds in making one. 

He said Pakistan had already been paid by 

the Saudis in that regard. 

 

However, Gary Samore, former advisor to 

US President Barrack Obama on counter-

proliferation, ruled out the notion, saying 

Pakistanis and Saudis did not have that 

kind of an understanding between them. 
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Riyadh has long had an interest in 

Islamabad’s nuclear programme. In 1999, 

then Saudi Defence Minister Prince Sultan 

was welcomed by Prime Minister Nawaz 

Sharif to the Kahuta plant, where Pakistan 

produces highly enriched uranium. 

 

After being overthrown by the military 

later the same year, Sharif is now back 

again as prime minister – after spending 

years in exile in Saudi Arabia. 

 

US officials had been suspicious of Saudi 

intent to gain nuclear warhead from 

Pakistan after it bought long-range CSS-2 

ballistic missiles from China. 

 

http://dawn.com/news/1054796 

 

 

 LB polls: ECP Secy says candidates to 
re-submit nomination forms  

 

 

 

Election Commission Secretary Ishtiak 

Ahmed Khan has said that the electoral 

body has suggested January 18 and 30 for 

local bodies elections dates for Punjab and 

Sindh respectively. 

  

He said that the ECP had proposed that LB 

polls should be held in February next year 

in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Cantonment 

Boards. Earlier, provincial governments 

had proposed dates for the polls to the 

Supreme Court on their own which 

created uncertainty. 

  

The secretary said nomination papers 

submitted by some candidates would be 

cancelled. He, however, added that those 

who had also submitted fee would not 

have to pay again. 

 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-

126299-LB-polls:-ECP-Secy-says-

http://dawn.com/news/1054796
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-126299-LB-polls:-ECP-Secy-says-candidates-to-re-submit-nomination-forms-
http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-126299-LB-polls:-ECP-Secy-says-candidates-to-re-submit-nomination-forms-
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candidates-to-re-submit-nomination-

forms- 

 

 Terror bid foiled in Peshawar; 
roadside bomb difused 

 

 

 

A bomb disposal squad defused a roadside 

bomb in Achini Bala area on outskirt of 

Peshawar, foiling a terror bid on Thursday. 

  

According to police, insurgents have 

planted a roadside bomb on Ring Road in 

the jurisdiction of Pishta Khara police 

station in Achini Bala. 

  

After receiving the information, the bomb 

disposal squad reached the site and 

defused the bomb. The squad said that it 

was a remote control bomb having 15 to 

20 kilograms weight. 

  

A bomb was exploded at the same place 

the other day. 

 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/article-

126391-Terror-bid-foiled-in-Peshawar;-

roadside-bomb-difused 
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